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j^^Otwithlianding the number and njariety of 
publications upon the prefcnt fubjs5f, the 
•Author Jiatters himfelf that his obfervations 
( the refult of much experience) will not be un- 
dcceptahle to the Faculty efpecially the junior 
part of it, to whofe perufal this Ej/ay is par- 
ticularly recommended. 

Common cafes, or fuch as daily occur, and 
are not attended with any unujual Jymptoms, 
^re purpojely omitted ; and to avoid prolixity, a 
few only of the other kind are inferted, they being 
thought fiifficient to elucidate the fubjeSl, 

"Recent cafes are likewife pretermitted^ in 
^rder to obviate the idea of relapfes, which 
€ven the moji impartial reader might other^soifi 
have fuggefted. 

Parliament Street, 
Juneztth, 1 780* 
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PRACTICAL ESSAr 

ON THE 

Venereal disease, 

THE Venereal Difeafe, beyond all others, 
having, by its peculiar virulenee and 
frequent attacks upon the human body, made 
the moft alarming depredations therein, no 
temporal fubjecl I prefume ought fooner to 
claim our attention, than the thorough invefli- 
gation and fpeedy fubjedlion of fo formidable 
^n enemy. — Many and various have been thd 
opinions of the learned, relative to the time 
snd place of its firft appearance — this cir- 
cumftance has afforded an ample field for 
difputation to both ancients and moderns *, 
of whom fome the moft eminent, at different 
periods, have very ingenioufly and candidly 
treated upon the fubjedl: notv/ithftanding 
which, the matter is yet doubtful and 
likely to remain fo. A knowledge of the 
pi'ecife origin of the difeafe muft however 
appear of but little importance, when 
P^t in competition with that of the moft 
^^'e<£lual remedy for the radical cure of 

B it. 
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it. 1 fhall therefore leave fucli contro- 
verfies to thofe who are fonder of, or may 
be better qualified to adjufl: them than my- 
felf, and reft contented with recommending 
the moll rational and eafy method of remov- 
ing fo loathfome a difeafe. This mode of 
cure is the moll: gentle and efficacious, as 
will appear in the following pages : it will 
fland the teft of the flri^left fcrutiny, being 
founded on the broad bafis of long experience 
and uninterrupted fuccefs. In fupport of 
this affertioii, I fhall produce fome very re- 
markable cafes, fele6ted from many hun- 
dreds, where the ufual or general modes of 
cure had proved abortive. 

It has been frequently obferved, that the 
knowledge of a difeafe is half its cure; in 
no inftance can I luppofe this adage to have 
been more fully verified than in the Venereal 
Difeafe; which, Proteus like, appears in fo 
many different forms, that very often it will 
require no fmall fliare of judgment and ex- 
perience to difiinguifh it from fome other 
diftemper, whofe fymptoms it may refemble 
in many refpedls, or wi\h which it may in 

reality 
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I'eality be combined. This being the cafe, 
mufl not wonder at the many errors 
^^aily committed by the ignorant, or inexpe- 
rienced in the profeffion. Almofl innume- 
rable have been the inftances of reputed rheu- 
i^^atifms, nervous head-achs, wandering gouts, 
Scurvies, declines, confumptions, &c. &c. 
^^hich, upon a minute inveftigation, have 
^een proved to be venereal. A happy cir- 
cumftance, when this difcovery is made early 
enough to fave the patient from an untimely 
grave; but alas ! how frequently does there- 
'^erfe happen ? This melancholy obfervation 
IS particularly corroborated in the great num- 
ber of atrophies, or confumptions, by which 
^^^Q inhabitants of this ifland are many of 
^htm fuppofed to be deflroyed. This fata- 
lity has generally been afcribed to the cli- 
mate, but 1 am firmly perfuaded, that, upon 
^ ftricl and impartial enquiry, many other 
^aufes may be affigned ; and amongft them, 
^enus will be found to have had no fmall 
^^re. 1 arn induced to be of this opinion 
ffom the many inftances that have fallen un- 
^^^r my own immediate irifpeclion, where 
Patients, after having been pronounced to be 
B 2 in 
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Jn the laft ftages of a confumption, and given 
over as loft, have been perfedly reftored by 
the u(e of anti-venereals. A circumftance of 
fuch importance, moft certainly merits the 
attention of every medical p.ra6:itioner. Should 
this admonition take the defired efFe£i:, I fliall 
experience the greateft fatisfadlion in hav^ 
ing rendered fuch an effential fervice to the 
community. In the following fheets it will 
evidently appear, that the Venereal Difeafe, 
in every ftate or ftage, from the mildeft to 
the moft inveterate, may be perfedly, eafily, 
'^nd fafely cured, without falivation : and 
that the patient, although labouring under a 
confirmed pox, will not be confined within 
doors a fingle day during the whole time he 
may be taking fuch mediciries as will efFe<5t 
a radical cure. I fhall likewife demonftrate 
that gleets of every denomination are curable, 
provided the origin of each be duly invefti- 
gated, and in confeqaence thereof, a fuitable 
remedy not only applied, hut regularly per- 
f^vered in for a length of timq, proportion- 
able to the caufe : to thQ v^ant of that perfe- 
yerance, in my opinion, may often he af- 
erjbed the want of fuccefs in the general 

treatment 
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treatment of gleets ; for I do not recolledl 
(amongfl the great number and variety of my 
patients for feveral years paft) three cafes. 
which did not give way, or were not cured, 
by properly and ftridly perfifting in the ufe 
of injedions or bougies, and fome internal 
' alteratives. To prove not only the inexpedi- 
ency, but the inefEcaCy of falivation in ve- 
nereal maladies, I (hall produce feveral cafes, 
in which its effects were merely palliative 
in other words, afforded only a temporary 
^•elief, although repeated even to a fourth or 
fifth time; after which the fame patients 
(notwithftanding the violent (hock, and ma- 
nifefl- injury their conftitutions had thereby 
fuftained) were perfedly and radically cured 
by that eafy gentle method, which I mean 
to recommend, namely, the alterative one. 
For argument fake only, fuppofe we admit 
that falivation is efBcient and might be de- 
pended upon ; what man in his fenfes but 
Would 2:ive the preference to the method here 
propofed ? When he confiders how extremely 
difgufting and painful the procefs of faliva- 
tion is univerfally allowed to be, the confe- 
^uent confinement indifpenfably ^ necelfary 

therein. 



I 

' [ 6 ] 

therein, and the many otlier difagreeables 
that generally or frequently fucceed it; fuch 
as deftrudion of teeth and gums, and the 
fcEtid or ftinking breath thereby occafioned ; 
the great relaxation of the falivary glands, 
or an erofion of their excretory duds, pro- 
ducing a copious troublefome flow of fallva, 
perhaps for the remainder of life ; together 
with the derangement of the whole frame, 
in fuch a degree as feldom to be got the bet- 
ter of, even by thofe who may have been 
originally poflelled of the bed flamina, or 
flrongeft conftitutions. All thefe circum- 
flances duly coniidered, it is rather furprif- 
ing that falivation has not long fince been 
univerfally exploded ; the only affignable rea- 
fon muf): be the want of a proper fucceda- 
neum y that, however, very jiappily for man- 
kind, can no longer be pleaded in excufe, as 
the alterative method is daily gaining ground, 
from the following very cogent reafons, viz. 
the operation of proper alteratives being fo 
extremely mild and gentle as to admit of 
being fafely adminiftered at any time or fea- 
fon, to perfons of all ages, and of each fex : 
to pregnant women almofl: the whole time of 

geflation. 
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geftation, even to the laft month, from which 
happy circumftance, the fcEtus and its mo- 
ther both receive a cure at the fame time. 

Two other very material advantages are to 
be derived from the ufe of alteratives, lirft, 
the certainty of cure, even in the worft, the 
rnoll inveterate cafes, where many repeated 
Salivations have proved inefFe£lual ; fecondly, 
r^ot the leaft confinement being requifite 
throughout the whole courfe; which to the 
J^iercantile part of the world is a circum- 
ftance of no little importance. The patient 
t>eing able to tranfact bulinefs as well in the 
open air as elfewhere, and there being no 
c>ther reftri£lion or alteration refpe£ling his 
'^iet, than the omiffion of acids, he will not 
be under any apprehenfion of a difcovery 
taking place in the family. Another parti- 
^^lar, in favour of theie medicines, is, that 
Contrary to the efFeds of moll others, they 
^ill encreafe the appetite, and thereby acce- 
^^rate the cure, during the performance of 
^bich, the patient's food cannot be of too 
^^^tritious a nature, infomuch that meat may 
be allowed twice or thrice per day, in pre- 
ference 
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ference to gruels, ptyfans, or flops of any 
kind. The only difad vantage that attends 
the alterative method, is this ; patients being 
at large the whole time, and capable of 
purfuing either bulinefs or pleafure, fome 
are apt to prefer the latter, and very fre-^ 
qiiently not only negle6t taking the medi- 
cine, but commit various exceffes, and fome- 
times contrail frefh infed:ions> while we are 
endeavouring to remove the old one. Indeed 
fome have been frank enough to confefs, 
that a fpecies of ceconomy had given rife to 
thefe irregularities ; from a fuppofition that 
no additional expence would be incurred, 
they thought it therefore the properefl: time 
to gratify fuch inclinations : not confidering 
that violent exertions of the parts affedted 
muft certainly procrafdnate the cure, fliould 
they even be fortunate enough to efcape an 
increafe of the venereal virus. 

Salivation has none of thefe obftacles 
to combat with: for when once a man has 
completely immerfed himfelf into that de- 
lightful ftate, it will fel dom, if ever hap- 
pen, that he will, fo circumftanced, be pof- 
o fefled 
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^elTed of either ability or inclination to deviate 
^rom the moft rigid injunctions that may be 
^ttipofed by his dodors, medicinal or divine, 
■^n fupport of this opinion, nothing more 
^ill be necefiary than a recital of fome few 
of the concomitant fymptoms or conftant 
attendants on a perfed falivation ; namely, a 
tumefatlion of the head, face and throat, 
to a great degree, with much pain and in- 
flammation therein : the tongue frequently 
t>ecomes too large for the mouth, which by 
t^is time is excoriated and extremely tender, 
together with the gums, tonfils, and all the 
neighbouring parts : in fine, the whole mouth 
and its appendages becomes one foul ulcer, 
from which iffues a flench that may be better 
Conceived than defcribed, accompanied with 
a ptyalifm or fpitting, in quantity from two 
to fix pints in the tvyenty-four hours 3 which 
agreeable procefs is to be continued fome 
Weeks, and in the courfe of a few months, 
perhaps, repeated again and again. The fame 
advantage as the foregoing, has the old me- 
thod of curing claps by mercurials and draf- 
tic purges, which were generally - repeated 
every two or three days for a confiderable 

C length 
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length of time, till the difcharge put on a 
more benign afped ; or the patience, or 
ftrength of the patient being exhaufted, oc- 
cafioned a difcontinuance thereof. From 
thefe premifes we muft readily infer, that a 
perfon thus conftantly harafled by ftrong, 
rough medicines, could have little relifli or 
inclination to tranfgrefs the laws of fobriety. 
Confideratls confiderandis, every impartial man 
moft certainly will prefer the alterative mode 
of cure, to that by Hilivation. 

Having premifed thus much, now let us 
turn our thoughts to the mofl: eligible means 
of obtaining a radical cure for this prevalent 
difeafe; it having often v/ith great truth been 
obferved, that as nothing can be done with 
greater facility, than to cavil or find fault, 
therefore no merit w^iil be derived from fuch 
a procedure, unlefs at the fame time it fliall 
be accompanied with fome plan or fcheme 
more likely to efFe«SI: the purpofe in queflion. 
To obviate this refle£lion, I fhall not only 
propofe fuch a remedy as will be moft likely 
to anfwer, but fhall alfo produce, in fupport 
of it, fome cafes which (from the peculiar 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs attending them) will go near to call 
in quejflion the veracity of the man who re- 
cords them : be that as it may, fuch an idea 
^all not prevent my giving a faithful rela- 
tion of them. Before however we enter 
upon that part of the bufinefs, I fhali make 
fome obfervations on the means by which 
thofe events took place. Very numerous and 
different are the prescriptions which at va- 
rious periods have been recommended, as 
fully competent to fubdue the venereal poi- 
fon ; amongft the great variety offered for 
this falutary purpofe, many were diametri- 
cally oppofite to each other, advocates how- 
ever were not wanting to extol their mani- 
fold virtues : on thefe occafions, both the 
Vegetable and mineral kingdoms were tho- 
roughly ranfacked and attentively examined, 
snd many of their properties afcertained by a 
fe.ries of ingenious experiments : and even at 
the prefent period, we are fometimes under 
the neceffity of having recourfe to both, in 
the reduction of fo powerful an opponent as 
the venereal difeafe. Be it remembered how- 
ever, that vegetables alone, when properly 
prepared, will effe6l a cure in many cafes, 
C 2 althoush 
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dthough in others it muft be acknowledged 
that minerals will likewife be required. The 
gums will fome of them be found of lingular 
ufe, particularly camphor, in every ftage of 
the difeafe, from a gonorrhoea to a confirmed 
lues ; in the former -it will greatly contri- 
bute to alleviate the heat of urine, as well 
as correct the virulence ; and in the latter it 
ought never to be omitted, for feveral rea- 
fons ; in the firft place, it is a moft power- 
ful alterative ; in the next, it flrengthens the 
nerves, exhilarates the fpirits, and when 
joined with minerals, fortifies the ftomach 
and bowels againft any of their difagreeablc 
or pernicious efFeds. It diffufes a general 
warmth throughout the body, and greatly 
affifts in condufting other medicines towards 
the Guticular and renal glands. As to the 
choice of alterative medicines befi: adapted to 
the cure of the venereal difeafe, I believe 
none will be fpund more efficacious than a 
compofition of the following, viz. camphpr, 
antimony and fulpbur : in fome cafes it may 
be necelTary to add both mercury and opium, 
TThefe muft be affifted with decodions of the 
q woods 
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Woods* in quantities fufficient to attenuate 
snd faturate the whole mafs of contaminated 
juices. Any particular recipe or prefcription 
of the above, would be of very little ufe, 
not only the dofes, but the quantity of 
each ingredient muft fo frequently be either 
increafed or diminidied agreeable to the vari- 
ation of fymptoms and circumftances ; which 
Sometimes require even the omiffion of one 
or more of thofe ingredients. The age, fex, 
temperament or conflitution of the patient. 
Well as the degree of infedion, muft render 
It indifpenfibly neceirar}^' to make the alte- 
rnations above mentioned.' Another material 
circumftance frequently occurs, namely, the, 
addition of other acrimonious humours ^ to 
"^hich, particular attention muft be paid, or 
fhall not fucceed in our endeavours to 
remove the venereal one. From hence it 
i^iuft evidently appear, that no particular re> 
^ipe can be invariably relied upon, in this or 
^ny other difeafe. 



* Guaiacum, farfaparilla, china, faflafras, fantalum 
iza, £cc. 
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The fymptoms of a virulent gonorrhcea 
(commonly termed a clap) are too well 
known to require any defcription in this 
place : let us therefore connder upon the 
means moil eligible for its removal. The' 
cure may be eafily and fpeedily effected, if 
undertaken when the firll lymptoms are per- 
ceived; particularly that gentle irritation, or 
trickling fenfation in the urinary paflage, 
which fo fi'equently precedes the difcharge : 
the difeafe, when taken at this ftage, may be 
very fafely removed in the fpace of two days, 
by applying medicine immediately to the 
part affected ; ^ this cannqt be conveniently 
done in any other form than that of an in- 
je6tion, which fliould be compofed of fome 
gentle detergent that w^ill ffop the further 
progrefs of the venereal virus, by preventing 
its abforption. Chancres may likewife be 
almoft as fpeedily removed, provided the re- 
medy be applied at their very iirff appear- 
ance. 

Should this precaution be omitted, the 
acrid matter will corrode the parts, and pro- 
duce ulcerations ; confequently a longer time 

will 
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^'^'ill be required to effect a cure ; and it may 
neceffary to adminifter interrlals to pre- 
"^ent a flow of humours to the part which 
might retard the cure, if not entirely fruf- 
trate our intentions. 

If the complaint be not rerrioved in the 
^arly jftages, it will foon become confirmed ^ 
^nd then due regard muffc be paid to the pa- 
tient's habit of body, mode of living, &c. 

It is with me a matter of furprife, that 
^rijecSlions have not been in more general 
pradice ; as nothing certainly can be more 
^stional, than to apply the remedy to the part 
^ffe^led. The advantages or the reverfe, at- 
tending the ufe of them, muft evidently 
^rife from the ingredients of which they are 
^oinpofed : no man fure can be fo prejudiced 

to declare that his objedion is merely to 
^^^t particular mode of conveying a medi- 
cine: to fpeak impartially; if crude, cor- 
^ofive, indigefted ulcers in every other part 
the body require topical applications, 
in the name of common fenfe, fhouid 
they be negleded or omitted in parts natu- 
rally 
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rally fo very delicate and fenfiblc, as the or- 
gans of generation are inconteftably allowed 
to be? neglecfts of this kind are frequently 
produdive of the moft difagreeable confe- 
quences ; they may, independent of the 
injuries from abforption, give rife to gleets 
and obflrudions in the urethra, which if not 
attended to, may terminate fatally. The ftil- 
licidium, or running, is very uncertain as to 
the time of its appearance ; fometimes it will 
happen in fix hours after the embrace, at 
others, twice as many weeks have elapfed 
before it has been perceived ; thefe, I mufl 
acknowledge, are not very common cafes, but 
fuch as have really fallen under my infpec- 
tion, as will be feen in the iequel : in general 
however, it appears in lefs than ten days. 
Chancres likewife vary as much in this parti- 
cular. In the treatment of a confirmed clap, 
a great deal will depend upon its being fimple 
or compound ; in other words, whether it 
originated from a perfon who had only a go- 
norrhoea, or who at the fame time was 
poxed likewife. In the latter cafe, power- 
ful internals will be abfolutely neceflary ; ..in 

the former, a cure may frequently be accom' 
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plifiied by injedion only. Claps and Chancres 
are often contraded at the fame time, but 
do not always make their firft appearance 
together ; I have feen inflances even where 
fome weeks have intei'veried. 

As the cdmpofition of injeflion, like that 
of every other remedy, muft vary according 
to circumftances, I fliall decline giving any 
particular recipe ; one general ingredient how- 
ever I will venture to recommend, namely^ 
Armenian bole, which fi'om its abforbent 
and other good qualities will prove highly 
beneiicial b6th in correding the venereal acri- 
mony, and defending the found parts of the 
urethra therefrom. 

In the cure of claps, fome praditioners 
have attended too much to the colour of the 
difcharge, others to the confillence of itj 
both are fallacious, particularly the former ; 
as it will fometimes be of a deep yellow, even 
to the laft day, efpccially in bilious habits : 
frequently it is equally high coloured in old 
gleets of feven or ten years ftanding, where 
the party has been entirely free from infec- 

D tion 
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tion all that time, as in fome cafes has been 
fiafficiently manifefted by the healthy ftate of 
wives and children. A difcharge of fimilar 
colour and confidence is often to be found 
attending the fiuor albus, as it is called. 
From hence will follow the indifpenfable 
necelfity of examining further, than juft the 
ftate of the running : the beft criterion will 
be the afped: of the urethral orifice, and the 
fenfations throughout that tube. 

Many families have been rendered un- 
happy from the length of time this difeafe 
fometimes requires to make its firft appear- 
ance : for a man, after performing a kind of 
quarantine of three weeks^ or a month, and 
no fymptom of infeclion having fliewn it- 
felf during that time, would naturally con- 
clude himfelf entirely free from it, and pro- 
ceed accordingly ; but how great his afto- 
nifhment, as well as chagrin, to difcover 
(perhaps a month or two afterwards) the moft 
indifputable figns of his being infeded : fc- 
veral inftances of this kind have fallen under 
my infpedion, fome of which, I muft con- 
fefs, I fhould not have credited, had not 

they 
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they been accompanied with proofs not to be 
contefted. From this we may infer, that 
although the virus very often makes the mod 
rapid progrefs, at other times its operations 
are as fluggifli : this may arife from the de- 
gree of infection, or the patient's habit of 
hody, or from both. 

CASE L 

A MERCHANT in the City of London, fou^ 
years fince, applied to me in confequence of 
great heat in making urine, painful eredions, 
and a difcharge of matter from the urethra, 
fo acrid, as to threaten a phymofis, it having 
already excoriated the greateft part of the glans 
penis. Thus fituated, he defired to know if 
I did not call his diforder a clap ; to which 
I replied in the affirmative, and that it was 
not of the mildeil kind : " Then fir, faid he, I 
^ail mention a circumftance, that I think 
^ill furprize you, which is, that not a fmgle 
fyniptom of the difeafe appeared until two 
Months and three days after it was contraded 
^Pon this account he deemed it not venereal, 
^ affured him however that it was fo, and 
D 2 could 
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^:ould be removed only by treating it as fuch. 
My patient \Vas not of a bad habit of body^ 
nor had his blood been previoully heated by 
intemperance, the chordee was notwithfland- 
ing (o troublefome, that I expeded to have 
been obUged to life opiates, which I am very 
feldom under the neceffity of doing ; injec- 
tions generally anfv/ering the purpofe, by 
fpeedily removing the inflammation and its 
confequences : my only objedion to opium in 
thefe cafes, is, the conflipation whjch moftly 
attends the ufe of it; although I am not an 
advocate for the old method by cathartics, 
yet I would not be underftood to recommend 
abfolutely the reverfe ; which muft indubi- 
t:ibly tend to encreafe, rather than alleviate 
lymptoms arifing from inflammation. It 
will be found fully fufficient, that the intef- 
tinal evacuations be the fame as at the time 
of perfe»5l health.— Now to return to my pa- 
tient; he was much alarmed at the high de- 
gree of pain and inflammation, which how- 
ever was confiderably leifened in the fpace of 
two days., by means of injed;ion and internal 
alteratives ; three weeks continuance of which 
perfciftly cured him, v/ithout any confinement 
, or 
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or alteration in his ufual mode of living, esr 
?:ept abftinence from acids and fpirituous li- 

CASE IL 

A GENTLEMAN of Dorfetfliire, in the 
nionth of February, 1778, came to town on 
purpofe to be under my care ; his fymptoms 
at that tinie were a difcharge of yellow mat- 
ter from the urethra, chancres on the glans 
penis, a large bubo in the left groin, and a 
fmaller one in the right. Upon my enquir- 
ing into particulars, he folemnly declared 
that he had not the leaft reafon tq think hirn- 
felf infeded, till upwards of nine v/eeks after 
coition, when he was attacked with a trick- 
ling fenfation in the urethra, wliich was fol- 
lowed by a running and heat of urine ; chan- 
<^res fopn afterwards appeared, and were fuc~ 
ceeded in a fhort time by tumefaction of the 
■inguinal glands, which thereupon became 
extremely painful. He was at firil: attended 
hy a furgeon in his ovm neighbourhood, v/ho 
biecl him very freely, gave ftrong , mercurial 
P'-^rges repeatedly, and ordered him to dilute 
plentifully v^ith barley water, &c. Fomen- 
tations 



[ 22 ] 

tations and eataplafms were applied to the 
buboes till fuppuration took place, when he 
propofed to difcharge their contents by means 
of cauftic or infciiion,, but the patient not 
con fen ting to either, immediately left the 
country, and foon after applied to me, re- 
queuing that I would remove them without 
I opening or fuftcring them to break, as he had 
the greatefl ayerfion to fores of every kind, 
aiid much dreaded all ehirurgical operations : 
I told him, that confidering the very forward 
flate in which the buboes at that time were, * 
(tlie fluduation of matter being Readily felt 
upon the flighted prefTurc) I could make no 
other promife, than to exert my beft abilities 
in endeavouring to effect what he fo ardently 
defired ^ obferving likewife, that \ frequently 
had been fortunate enough to render thofe pain- 
ful operations unneceffary by the ufe of inter- 
nal medicines alone ; which, in my opinion, are 
the only ones that can fafejy be relied upon. 

As to the repelling of buboes (in the vul- 
gar phrafe, putting them back) I never make 
the lead hefitation of attempting to effedt it, 
for this obvious reafon, that a bubo is not 

a critical 
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^ critical abfcefs, of which I am well con - 
'^'laced from daily experience, notwithftand- 
^^g the general received opinion to the con- 
trary : I have feen many inftances where 
buboes have been carefully brought fofwatd 
the moft perfect fuppuration, liberally 
opened, and a copious difcharge very induf- 
trioufiy encouraged for the fpace of four, five, 
fix months ; notwithftanding which the 
parties have remained completely poxed ; as 
t^e nocturnal pains, foul ulcers, and erup- 
tions fufficiently manifeited a few months 
afterwards, when they became my patients, 
^rid were radically cured by the alterative me- 
thod in half that time. This being a fa6t 
^"^ot to be controverted, why fhould fuppura- 
tion be encouraged, as it mull be attended 
^'^ith great pain, filthinefs and inconvenience ? 
^nd after all, not being critical, a regular 
^ourfe of medicines will be indifpenfibly 
^ccefiary : the cicatrix or fear is likewife a 
^^ircumftance not tlie moft agreeable, efpeci- 
ally to the fair fcx. — Without apologizing for 
this digrellion, I v/ill liaften to my Dorfet- 
^lire friend. En'tertainino; thefe fentiments, 
ifTiinediately fit about the difcuflion of his 
? buboes; 



tjiiboes^ for which purpofe alteratives were 
adminiftered internally, and detergent injec- 
tions and dreffings applied to the urethra and 
the chancres on the penis : by thefe means 
the lymptoms gradually abated, and at the 
end of a month he thought himfelf cured ; 
but I advifed a continuance of the medicines 
three or four weeks longer, on account of the 
high degree of virulence we had had to en- 
counter with : he reldily confented to per- 
fevcre in the ufe of them^ having already ex- 
perienced fuch falutary efle^ls ; and to fiiew 
that he did not think the deco£lion at all 
naufeous, he generally drank it at meals 
in- lieu of any other liquor. Thus, in lefs 
than two months, without being confined to 
the hoiife a fingle day during the whole courfe, 
he v/as perfectly re-eftablifhed in health, and 
has remained well ever fince. He was highly 
pleafed at the removal of the buboes without 
opening, and very gencroufly rewarded my 
fervices. 



C A S B 



[ ] 



CASE III. 

In the month of July, 1777, a gentleman 
I'equefted my advice upon the following fymp- 
toms ; an uniifual (though not painfulj fen- 
fation in the urethra, a difcharge therefrom 
very fmall in quantity, and of colour fo 
light as fcarce to tinge his linen. I was of 
opinion that thefe fymptoms were the harbin- 
gers or forerunners of a clap; but he ftrongly 
infixed that his diforder could be nothing 
more than weaknefs, or a flrain, as he had 
had no venereal connexion for eleven weeks 
previous to this indifpofition. I informed 
him, that fliould the cure of his difeafe be 
undertaken in this early ftage, I believed it 
might be removed in lefs than a week, if he 
Would ftri^lly adhere to rr.y inftrudions, but 
3s he feemed fo hrmly perfuaded that his 
diforder was not infectious, I advifed him to 
Wait only a f?iort time, and he wowld then be 
perfectly fenfible of the real nature and ten- 
dency of it. Three' days only had elapfed, 
before he paid me a fecond vifit, when I 
found my prognoftick fufficiently verified ; the 
urethia and 2:lans penis being highly inflamed, 

■ . " 1 
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great heat in making water, fome pain in 
eredion, and a diiciiarge of yeilovv matter 
iffuing from the urinary canal : he was by this 
time fully convinced of his error, and re- 
quefted that I would reUeve him as expedi- 
tioufly as poilible. — .1 told him that his delay 
of three days would procfaftinate the cure 
more than a week, and in the prefent ftate 
of the difeafe I judged that it would at leaft 
require a fortnight, Ihould even his tempe- 
rance and regularity not be called in queilion. 
However, by the ufe of injedion and a few 
alterative pills, he was perfedly cured in 
thirteen days. 

CASE IV. 

A GENTLEMAN in Weftminfler fent for 
me two years fince, to give an opinion upon 
a ftillicidium, or difcharge from the urethra, 
which had firft made its appearance two days 
before I faw him ; he was quite at a lofs to 
account for it, not having copulated for up- 
wards of two months prior to that period. I 
enquired whether he felt any irritation or 
trickling in the urinary pafiage, he anfwered 

in 
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the afHrrnatiFe, upon which I pronounced 
the cafe to be venereal, although the run- 
ning was perfe^5i:ly clear, and the parts en- 
tirely free from any external' inflammation. 
My patient, hov/ever, feemed to think that I 
^ad formed an erroneous opinion ; I there- 
fore defired him to defer ufing medicine of 
any kind for a day or two, in which time I 
rnade no doubt of an alteration in his fenti- 
raents. The next morning I was again fent 
for, and informed, that the parts did not 
^ook quite fo cool as on the preceding day, 
and that his urine felt rather v/armer than 
^ifual, tbefe fymptoms he attributed to forne 
things he had ate and drank the day before. 
I replied, that in twenty-four hours I was 
fully perfuaded he would affign another caufe. 
Before breakfaft the next day, he fent forme 
^gain, and faid that he no longer entertained 
t^^ie leafl: doubt of the difeafe being infec- 
tious, having lately perceived fome fymptoms 
of an approaching chordee; the running was 
^ow betome yellow, the parts were inflamed 
externally as well as within, and he could 
^ot make urine without fome degree of pain. 
^ prepared for him a cooling injeclion, of 
E 2 which 
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which be ufed a fyringeful night and morning, 
and as he was very fubjetft to the gout, I ad- 
miniilered no other medicines internally, than 
deco£lions of the w^oods and camDhor, bv 
which means, in the Ipace of feventeen days, 
the cure was very eaiily completed. 

CASE V. 

A GENTLEMAN in the county of Kent, put 
himfelf under my care on the ninth day of 
December, 1779 ; he had enjoyed a very good 
ftate of health for fome years, till within 
three days of his application to me, when he 
difcovered a yellow running from the urethra, 
attended witli a Pieat of urine, and an inflam- 
mation of the glans penis and pntputium. 
There was likewife a fmail chancre on the 
frasnum. After ocular demonflration, I af- 
fured him that his difeafe was venereal, my 
patient was not of a different opinion (having 
been frequently infetled before) but he ex- 
prefied great aftonifhment at its being fo ; from 
the circumftance of not having had any vene- 
real intercourfefince the fifth day of the preced- 
ing September, and having been entirely free 

of 
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c;very iymptom of the difeafe tili the fixth 
day of December; an interval of thirteen 
Weeks and upwards from the time of con- 
trading the difeafe, to that of its appearance. 
Upon my interrogating him very clofely as 
to the commencement of this affair, his an- 
fwer was, that he could have no intereft in 
deceiving me, and that it was impofliblc he 
fliould be miftaken, having a memorandum 
in his pocket-book of fome particular occur- 
rences of that day, relative to this bufmefs, 
which with him reduced the matter to an ab- 
folute certainty. I obferved, that probably 
fometime fubfequent to that period he might 
have been too free in his libations to Bacchus, 
and be thereby deprived of recolleding his 
laft engagement with Venus. This fuppofi- 
tion he obviated, by declaring upon his honour 
that he had not been inebriated for feveral 
months paft, on the contrary, he had rather 
Hved abftemioufly than otherwife. This 
gentleman's health was perfectly re- eilablifhed 
in three weeks, by the ufe of internal alte- 
rants and external detergents. The foregoing 
cafes having been feleded from many fimilar 
^nes, to fliew what great length of time the 

venereal 
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venereal difeafe fometimes requires to mani- 
feft itfelf ; let us now advert to others diame- 
trically the reverfe in point of time. 

CASE VI. 

A MERCHANT in the city, who feveral 
years ago had been my patient, confulted me 
in January lad ; he complained of an irrita- 
tion ih the urethra, and fome heat in the 
gians penis, which appeared rather inflamed 
externally. He informed me, that his lail 
connexion had been only on the preceding 
evening, at about eleven o'clock, and antece- 
dent to that, he had not committed an a£l of 
veriery for more than five months, during which 
time his health had been remarkably good. 
At fix o'clock that morning he was awakened 
by a fharp pain in the yard, which (oon abated, 
but did not entirely go off, a difagreeable 
heat and irritation ftill remaining. From the 
fymptoms coming on fo early as within feven 
hours after the embrace, he could not believe 
his complaint to be venereal, but fuppofed 
that it arofe from fri(^ion, and the bad wine 
he had that night drank > i therefore declined 

to 
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to prefcribe any medicines, but advifed that 
he fliould live after his ufuai manner, and 
think no more of the difeafe till it might 
become more worthy of his attention ; which 
happened two nights afterward, by the pain 
he experienced from a chordee ; there was 
likewife a yellow running from the urethra, 
accompanied with a heat of urine ; his doubts 
by this time being perfeftly removed, he im« 
mediately entered upon the ufe of injection 
and pills, by which he obtained a cure in 
lefs than three weeks. 

CASE VII. 

A NAVAL officer in the month of March, 
1778, was attacked with an unufual warmth 
in the urinary paffage, in lefs than fix hours 
after coition, and it gradually encreafed for 
three days, when a copious running came on, 
attended v/ith a fmartins; of urine : in this 
ftage of the difeafe, he placed himfelf under 
care, informing me that he was lately 
^■eturned from a long voyage, and for feveral 
months paft had not had an opportunity cf 
getting the infedion, he could therefore 

be 



[ 32 ] 

be very certain as to the date of his dif- 
order, having been entirely free from vene- 
real complaints for tvv^o years before. In 
efFeding this gentleman's cure, near a month 
was required, by reafon of the high degree of 
fcurvy with which he was at that time in- 
fefted. = 

CASE VIII. 

A GENTLEMAN in the county of EfTex, 
about (ix months fince, paid me a vifit on the 
following account ; having taken a night's 
lodging with a lady of his acquaintance, the 
very next morning at hreakfaft he felt fome 
uneaiinefs in the urethra, which in the courfe 
of a few hours encreafed, and at the end of 
five days terminated in the fymptoms of 
both clap and pox, viz. a difcharge of viru- 
lent matter from the urethra, with heat of 
urine, &c. and three chancres externally ; 
two on the prseputium, and one on the glans 
penis. He was not much furprifed at the 
early appearance of the difcafe, as with him 
it generally happened fo ; he neglected how- 
ever to ufe medicine of any kind, till it had 
arrived at the ftate above-mentioned, when, 
n he 
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became my patient; and without fuftlier 
delay began upon a courfe of alteratives and 
^^etergents, which efFeded his cure in lefs 
than a month* 

To the peculiarities of conflitution, as 
^vell as degrees of infedion, mufl be attri- 
buted the different periods in which parti- 
cular difeafes make their appearance. This 
circumflance may depend on the difpropor- 
tion of one or more of the ingredients or 
^^laterials which compofe the human body. 
Some men are naturally fo irritable and in- 
flammable both in body and mind, as inftantly 
to take fire like tinder or touchwood, from 
the fmalleil: fpark; while others of cold 
phlegmatic habits, are (as is to be expeded) 
H^ite the reverfe. 

CASE IX. 

Four years fince, a gentleman in the 
County of Northampton, made a journey to 
town, to confult me upon what he called a 
"^veaknefs of a particular kind, as it was ac- 
companied with great inflammation ; I im- 

F mediately 
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mediately fufpe6led what the cafe was, and 
upon examination, found it to be a moft 
virulent clap, with an incipient phymoiis ; 
he complained likewife of a chordee. 1 was 
much furprifed when he told me that his 
apothecary had not deemed it venereal, but 
treated it as arifmg rnerely from relaxation, 
giving large dofes of Peruvian bark and elixir 
of vitriol. My patient faid that the only 
reafon why his diforder had not been judged 
infedtious was, that it did not difcover it- 
felf till more than fix weeks after coition ; 
from which circumflance the apothecary had 
declared, that it could not poffibly be vene- 
real. By the ufe of deterfive injections and 
alterative pills, he returned home in perfect 
health at the expiration of about three weeks, 

C A S E X. 

In the month of December, 1778, a 
tradefman in Weftminfter commenced my 
patient, in confequence of a virulent gonor- 
rhoea which he had contraifled more than a 
month before his application to me, and of 
which he gave the following account that 

in 
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in fix hours after copulation, he perceived an 
unufual fenfation in the yard, a kind of trick- 
ling or itching in the urinary canal, which 
for upwards of three weeks had been a little 
troublefome, but by no means painful, until 
the 26th day, when a clear colourlefs dif- 
charge iffued from the urethra, which now 
hegan to be much inflamed, and felt very 
fore whenever the urine pafTed through it; 
on the 28th day, the running was quite yel- 
low and rather copious ; and upon the twen- 
ty-ninth he was attacked with a chordee, 
^hich induced him to be under my care the 
next morning; he faid he fhould certainly 
liave applied fooner, but the inconvenience 
he experienced previous to the 26th day was 
fo trifling, that he had not entertained the 
leaft idea of his complaint being venereal; it 
Was however entirely removed in fifteen days, 
by the fame means as were ufed in fonie of 
the preceding cafes. 



CASE 



-[ 36 3 



C A $ E XI. 

A GENTLEMAN in the county of Surry 
fent for me in the month of Auguft, 1778, 
I found him labouring under a confirmed 
pox, of which the following were his fymp- 
toms, a violent head-ach, no£lurnal pains 
in the fhin bones, with nodes thereon, a large 
foul ulcer in his throat, upon the left tonlil, 
a heat in the urethra, and an obftruclion 
therein : upon my requefting to know every 
particular relative to the rife and progrefs of 
the difeafe he informed me, that it was 
contra6led about ten months before, and one 
thing appeared very ftrange to him, namely, 
his knowing himfelf to be infeded in lefs than 
twelve hours after the connexion, from a very 
troublefome irritation in the urinary paffage, 
which feized him about that time, and for 
fome days encreafed notwithflanding' his im- 
mediate application to a furgeon, who ordered 
almond emuliions with nitre, manna and falts 
and to dilute freely with barley water, in 
which gum arabic had been diiiblved, partial 
warm baths and venefedion were not omitted ; 
in the courfe of a week or ten days, mercu- 
rial 
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^lal ointment was ufed very liberally for at 
^eaft a month, with brifk purges at intervals. 
1 he running, he faid, was very plentiful for 
^^e fpace of five or fix weeks ; he then too 
balfamics for three weeks, and was thought 
to be cured ; however, in about feven or 
eight weeks afterwards, he perceived his 
health to be gradually on the decline, a dimi- 
nution of appetite, ftrength and fpirits, and 
^sep interrupted by wandering pains in his 
^ead and limbs: — nodes foon after formed on 
t^^e fhins and an ulcer in the throat. On the 
appearance of thefe fymptoms, another fur- 
geon was employed, who adminiftered large 
quantities of the fublimate folution for a 
confiderable tim.e, when finding that the dif- 
^afe did not give way, he put himfelf under 
care, and was perfedly cured in two 
^^onths, by the alteratives recommended in 
the 1 2th page, and a few bougies to remove 
the urethral obllruaions. 

Be it pbferved, that no injections had been 
ufed in this 2:entleman's cafe ; to which cir- 
cumfi:ance, in my opinion, .may be attributed 
the want of fiicgefs, for had a proper deter- 
gent 
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gent one been applied in the beginning, the 
venereal matter would not have been ab- 
forbed, and confeqiiently the pox with its 
dsfagreeable attendants been thereby pre- 
vented. 

CASE xir. 

A GENTLEMAN in Weftminfter, eighteen 
months fince, confulted me in confequence 
of a boil (as he termed it) feated amongfl: the 
hair on the pubes very near the penis. This 
ulcer had reiifted every application his furgeon 
had made to it for three or four weeks. From 
the hard edges and other appearances, I pro- 
nounced it to be a chancre ; this my patient 
did not at that time credit, however, not long 
after he aUered his opinion upon the appear- 
ance of a bubo in the left groin, which in a 
few days became very painful, when he paid 
me a fecond viiit, and requefled to have it 
repelled : that was performed, and a cure 
etfcfted by an alterative courfe in about thirty 
days. 



CASE 
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CASE XIII. 

In the month of November, 1778, a gen- 
tleman in the county of Middlefex labouring 
binder a confirmed lues venerea, applied to 
nie for its cure the fymptoms at that time 
Were, a fmall node on the right (hin bone, an 
ulcer in the nofe, nodurnal pains, and a cop- 
per coloured eruption overfpreading a great 
part of his body. He informed me, that, 
till v^ithin the laft tv^^elve months, he had 
J^ever experienced a fingle fymptom of the 
venereal difeafe, and that his prefent afflictions, 
if they v^erc venereal, mull arife from a clap 
contraaed a year before, which denoted a 
^"ligh degree of malignity, the inflammation 
being very confiderable and of long duration, 
/Attended with heat of urine, chordee, &c. the 
running he faid was copious, and continued 
upwards of five weeks, in wdiich'tlme he had 
been purged every three or four days, had 
I'ubbed in a large quantity of mercurial oint- 
i^"ient, and afterwards taken eleftaries and 
pills in abundance : in confequence of this 
Procefs the fymptoms had difappeared, and at 
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tlie end of two months his cure was pro- 
nounced. Some few months after, however, 
he perceived his health to be gradually on the 
declincj without being able to affign the real 
caufe, not having the leaft fufpicion of vene- 
real matter ; his appetite and flrength daily 
decreafed, his fleeps were fhort, interrupted, 
and afforded little or no refrefhment, and at 
length colliquative fweats enfued : thus cir- 
cumftanced, he confulted a phyfician, who, 
judging his cafe to be a confumption, put him 
under a courfe of afs's milk, &c. &g. for a 
confiderable time, but growing every day 
worfe and worfe, he was ordered a change of 
air, and removed into another county. Find- 
ing hovV'^ver no greater relief from the alte- 
ration of air, than he had before experienced 
from medicine ; he began to defpair, and moft 
earneilly wiflied for his diflblution. Fortu- 
nately, an old acquaintance from town called 
to fee him, and upon hearing fome of his 
fymptoms ftrongly urged him to become my 
patient, he accordingly did fo, and was per^ 
fedly cured in the fpace of three months, 
merely by the ufe of alteratives. 



CASE 
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C A S E XIV, 

A GIRL on the town applied to me upon the 
tenth of November, 1778, and faid ihe fup- 
pofed it would be neceflary for her to undergo 
a thorough repair, not having been free from 
infedion for a confiderable time 5 her fymp- 
toms then were, an ulcer in the throat, a 
foul eruption on the abdomen, a brace of 
fmall buboes, and a great difcharge of acrid 
matter from the pudendum. As fhe was ex- 
tremely anxious to h^ive the buboes difperfed, 
T told her that no time fhould be loft, and 
confequently advifed the immediate ufe of 
medicine J fhe replied that it mnft he deferred 
till next day, as her miftrefs expefted much 
company that evening, and had engaged her 
to one gentleman in particular, with whom 
fhe was to fleep that night, his name havmg 
been entered in the book for that purpofe 
feme days fince^ and for which he had paid 
the ufual retaining fee.-- -I was not furprifed 
at this account, fimilar ones having occurred 
before, and particularly this inftance; a friend 
of mine, an officer in the army, made appli- 
cation to a lady Abbefs to know on what 

Q night 
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night a particular nymph would be difen- 
gaged ; after infpe6ling her ledger, flie in- 
formed him that the lady was difpofed of for 
twenty-two nights, and if he pleafed fhe 
would take down his name for the twenty- 
third, upon paying the ufual compliment. — 
But to return to my patient ; flie called upon 
me again the next day, and witliout any fur- 
ther delay entered upon a courfe of alteratives, 
by means of which her health was perfectly 
re-eftabliflied in lefs than feven weeks. She 
was under great appreheniions left the bu- 
boes iliould fuppurate and occafion fears, but 
was foon made eaiy on that head, as they 
difperfed very kindly in a few days, the other 
fy mp torn s gradually difappeared, and in little 
more than three weeks Ihe thought herfelf 
well, it was therefore "with fome difficulty 
that (he could be perfuaded to continue the 
medicines a fliort time longer, in order to 
confirm the cure. 

CASE XV. 

A MECHANIC in Weftminfler, being em- 
ployed in the houfe of a nobleman, became 

acquainted 
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with common dreffings, and made ufe of 
the prsEcipitate digeftive, but without any 
fuccefs. Upon this I gave antiphlogiftics, 
and (he being of a fanguine habit, I bled 
her ;* this proved fuccefsful j the foul ap- 
pearance at the bottom vi^as changed, and 
ihewed a good difpofition to incarn. By 
a continuance of this method, and fmiple 
dreffings, in ten weeks, the cure was ef- 
fedted; tho', during the whole cure, I 
ordered her to ufe free exercifej and after 
the cicatrifation, I direded her to conti- 
nue the medicines for one month. 

CASE xxr. 

MR. W , Theobald's Row, made 
application to me for the cure of 
an old callous ulcer, which had been of 
long {landing, and had refifted many at- 
tempts which had been made for the cure j 
and amongft the reft a Quack, who by 
means of powerful mercurials inwardly, 
and aftringent applications externally, to 
make good his boafted promife, dried up 
the fore which, however, in a fhort time 
after, broke out again, and became as 
Uoublefome as ever ; and had the appear- 
G 2 ancc 
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ance of a very inveterate ulcer, dlfcharg- 
ing a thin scrimonious ferum which 
greatly inflamed the leg, and in fome parts 
occafioncd an excoriation. Under thefe 
circumftances, I began the cure with an- 
tiphlogiftics, which foon altered the dif- 
charge, and brought on a good digeftion, 
tho' the ulcer was drefled with nothing 
elfe than the yellow cerate, foftened with ol. 
linl. Finding this method fo fuccefsful, I 
repeated the remedies, and by this means 
this obftinate ulcer was foundly healed, 

CASE XXIL 

]i jllS. Milnes, wife of Mr. Milnes, 
IV Jl fQQnder, Mercer Street, Long Acre, 
applied to me for the cure of an ulcer on 
th^ lower part of the leg, which had been 
in a bad ftate many years, the difcharge 
was thin and acrimonious, attended with 
great pain and inflammation. At firfl: I 
ordered antiphlogiftics, and occaiionaliy a 
laxative, which, however, did not imme- 
diately anfwer my expedation ; on w-hich 
I took a large quantity of blood from the 
arm, and repeated my remedies, and not 
without fuccefs ; for fr^on after the ulcer 

began 
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began to incarn from the bottom, and by 
repeating the remedies the cure was effec- 
ted in fcven weeks from her firft applica- 
tion. This cure was performed about 
three years ago ^ I have feen th? patient 
lately, who is in good health, and the leg 
remain's found. 

CASE XXIII. 
An Ulcer cured of Thirty-eight Years 
{landing. 

71^ RS. Nichols, aged fixty, fervant at 
^^■^ Greenwell's, grocer, in Holborn, ap- 
plied to me for the cure of ah ulcer, which 
was very foul, attended with inflamma- 
tion, and very great pain. She informed 
me, that this leg had been difeafed near 
thirty-eight years ; originally owing to a 
fever fettling in it, to ufe her own expref- 
(ion. About four years before (he applied 
to me, (he had been under the care of one 
of the furgeons of St. George's hofpital, 
who is juftly efteemed one of the mofl 
eminent in town, who advifed her to have 
her leg cut off, as the mofl effedual cure, 
at the fame time declaring it dangerous 
and impofTible to efled the cure, with- 
out endangering her life. I began the 
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cure with antiphlogiftics and camphor, 
which had very excellent effects j for in 
about fourteen days, the ulcer (hewed 
evident lighs of the efficacy of the medi* 
ciues ; upon which I incrcafed the dofe, 
and in about two months I had the hap- 
pinefs to cure this obftinate ulcer, without 
the leaft inconvenience to the patient 
whatever, (he ufing confiderable exercife 
during the whole cure. 

When (he firft took the medicine, after 
each dofe (he felt very great pain all round 
the' ulcer : which efFe<5ts I have obferved 
in other cafes ; and where it has happen- 
ed, the cure has been fboner performed 
than could be reafonably expected. 
This cure has been performed now about 
three years, the patient is in good health, 
and the leg remains found. She now lives 
at Mr. Peters's, broker, the corner of 
Crofs Lane, in Caftle Street, Long Acre. 

CASE XXIV. 

MARY WEMS, in Parker's Street, 
had been afflicted, between three 
and four years, with an ulcer of the leg, 
which was quite fupcrficial, but very 

large. 
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tjpoil examining the lady, her ikiii in fbme 
places appeared rather difcoloured, (as if na- 
ture was labouring to throw off part of the 
i»oxious humour that way, but wanted flrength 
to effed it) and (he had likewife every fymp- 
tom of a pocky hedick. The difeafe had 
teen communicated to her entirely by the 
contaminated femen of the man, without its 
leaving done the leaft injury to the vagina, or 
any other part of the pudendum. After hav- 
ing made the neceffary enquiries, I recom' 
niended a courfe of alteratives to both man 
and wife, by the ufe of which, in lefs than 
tv/o months they w^ere perfectly cured,. as ap- 
pears at this time by the healthinefs of their 
offspring. The lady became pregnant aboilt 
"two months after leaving off the medicines, 
^ind has borne feveral children fince. Had 
this gentleman adopted the falutary plan pur- 
sued by fome of our modern debauchees, 
prior to entering into the connubial ilate, all 
the foregoing di%reeables would have been 
prevented. This prudent plan or meafure, 
nothing more than going through a iliort 
courfe of alteratives; which in many in- 
^ances mull be highly neceffary, particularly 

after 
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after a feries of irregularities, and a variety 
of infedions, which through negledl or im- 
proper treatment, may be produdtive of great 
mifchief in future. 

The inefficacy of a firft or fecoild fah'va- 
tlon occurring fo very frequently, I do not 
think thoCe cafes worthy of infertion here, I 
fliall therefore immediately proceed to the re- 
lation of fuch as have withftood three, four 
or five repetitions of that foul procefs. 

CASE XVIII. 

In the year 1775, a gentleman in the city 
of London put himfelf under my care, on 
account of a confirmed pox, with which he 
had been infetted fome years, notwithftand- 
ing three falivations, and long courfes of the 
folution of corrofive fublimate and farfaparilla 
decociions. — He gave the follovving parti- 
culars of his cafe ; that he contradled the in- 
fection in the year 1769, which at that time 
manifefied itfelf in a clap and chancres-; his 
furgeon adminiftered medicines for eight or 
nine weeks, and then difmiffed him as cured. 

In 
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In the courfe of a few months a foul erup- 
tion overfpread his body, and ulcers formed 
in his throat ; he again applied to the fur- 
•geon, who advifed falivation, and foon after 
put him in a courfe of fpitting for fome 
weeks, and then pronounced his cure to be 
radical. In lefs than fix months the difeafe 
re-appeared, but with much greater malignity 
than before: the ulcer in the throat broke 
out afrefh, with the addition of two m the 
nofe, which foon fwelled to fuch a degree, 
as to obflrud in fome meafure the fight of 
the left eye, and he was deprived of reft by 
nodurnal pains. Thus circumftanced, he 
employed another furgeon, who alfo falivated 
him ; the fpitting he faid was continued above 
three weeks longer than in the preceding fa- 
livation, after which he was allured by his 
medical friend, that the difeafe was perfeftly 
removed. Bufinefs fome months afterwards 
required his taking a journey into the North, 
Where he was alarm,ed with the return of 
fome of his former fymptoms, Rodurnal 
pains, &c. During his reiidence in the coun- 
try, he took a great deal of mercury.in various 
forms and preparations for feveral weeks; 

j-j which 
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which proving to be merely palliative, he 
returned to town and confulted another fur- 
geon, who recommended a third falivation; 
this he did not very readily agree to, having 
experienced its inefficacy twice before. How- 
ever, being informed that it was the dernier 
refoiirce, and at the fame time entertaining 
a very high opinion of the abilities and inte- 
grity of his furgeon, he at length confented 
to be falivated a thifd time ; when a copious 
fpitting was continued for a confiderable time, 
as long as it could with any degree of either 
fafety or propriety be purfued. 

He was attended likewife by a phyfician, 
who, v;ith the furgeon, declared that the dif- 
eafe was entirely vanquifhed, and that nothing 
more was neceffary than pure air and nutri- 
tious diet to recruit his ftrength, and finally 
complete the cure. Indeed they were, he 
faid, quite pofitive as to the fuccefs of this 
laft falivation, the fym.ptoms having given 
v/ay fo readily, and the procefs in every re- 
ipecl been fo iatisfa£lorily condu£led through- 
out. The patient acquiefced in the prog- 
noflic, and without further delay removed 

into 
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^^to the country for the benefit o£ air, 
&c. This pleafmg delufion lafted not many 
months, for he had the mortification to per- 
ceive that fome of the fymptoms of his old 
difoder were gradually coming forward again ; 
lie thereupon confulted his phyfician once 
more, by whofe diredion he took fublimate 
Solution and farfaparllla for fome months; 
thefe medicines afforded him only a temporary 
relief, and were not attended with better 
fuccefs than the three falivations which had 
preceded them, as evidently appeared not 
many months after by a return of the difeafe. 
His patience as w,ell as conflitution was by 
this time nearly exhaufled; infomuch that 
He frequently declared, no one fliould ever 
perfuade him to make any further trial of 
medicine, k having fo repeatedly proved fal-, 
lacious. The difeafe however becoming al- 
mofl infupportable, he was prevailed upon to 
make one effort more for its removal: in 
confequence of which he became my patient 
at the time above-mentioned, when he had 
feveral foul ulcers on the back, two in his 
iiofe, one on the cheek, and another behind 
the right eari his head was almoil covered 

H 2 
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with fcabs, as was likewife the fcrotum : from 
all thefe iliued fuch naufeous efRuvia, that 
his nearefi: relations and friends could not re- 
main in the fame room with him long at a 
time. Pains in his head and limbs prevented 
him from fleeping, except towards morning 
or in the day. His appetite, ftrength and 
fpirits were fo much reduced, that he def- 
paired of relief from any thing but a total 
diifolution. After having attentively given 
ear to this melancholy detail of repeated dif^ 
appointments, and examined the ulcers, &c. 
and made the proper enquiries relative to his 
former habit of body, or natural tempera- 
ment previous to the difeafe, I declared as 
my opinion, that he might be cured by alte- 
ratives, if of the moil powerful kind, and 
regularly perfevered in for fome weeks. He 
alTented, though not v^ithout firfl: obferving, 
that by this time he had entirely loR all faith 
in medicine. I prepared for him ftrong de- 
codions of the woods, and likewife alterative 
pills, aad defired him to take them in fuch 
dofes, and as repeatedly as the ilrength of his 
ftomach would admit of. Relying folely on 
the effed;s of internals, I applied no other 

drefTing 
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dreffing to the ulcers than dry lint through- 
out the whole tune. I recommended diet of 
the moft nutritious kind, and that it fhould 
be taken in fmall quantities, frequently re- 
peated, by reafon of the very weak flate to 
which the difeafe and reiterated falivatiorts 
Jiad reduced him. In little better than a 
Week, the nocturnal pains entirely left him, 
the fcabs foon after fell off, and the ulcers 
Were in good condition; his appetite and fpi- 
nts daily encreafed, infomuch that he thought 
himfelf well in lefs than a month, the ulcers 
being all healed, and every fymptom of the 
difeafe having by that time difappeared.— Not- 
Withftanding which, I judged it nece^^ary to 
continue the medicines a month longer, to 
prevent a relapfe. My patient had no ob- 
jeaion to perfevere in the ufe of them for any 
length of time, having already experienced 
^uch falutary effeds ; which, with great plea- 
furehe contrafted to thofe of the methods he 
bad formerly purfued ; inftead of being con- 
fined to his chamber, and undergoing one of 
the greateft punhhments (as he exprelTed it) 
in the power of the faculty to infiia:, namely, 
^bat naufeous procefs a falivation, he had 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed moderate exercife in the .open air every 
day the whole time he was under cure, and 
experienced an encreafe of appetite, ftrength 
and fpirits in proportion to the time of ufing 
the medicines ; aiid as a proof of their not 
being unpleafant, he conflantly drank the 
apozem at meals, and at other times when 
thirfty. Thus was he radically cured in the 
fpace of two months, having never experi- 
enced any return of the complaint, as he not 
long fince informed me, 

C A S E XIX. 

Three years fince, a merchant in Weft- 
minfter employed me to extricate him from 
the following difagreeables ; nodes on the 
fhins, an ulcer in the throat, nocturnal pains, 
and a fcabby eruption on his body, which 
from its flench was extremely ofFenfive. He 
was much emaciated, and had little or no ap- 
petite. I defired to be informed of particu- 
lars, the date of the difeafe, in what manner 
it firft appeared, and what methods had been 
ufcd for its removal. To which he replied, 
that in the year 1772 he caught the infettion^ 

which 
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which made its firfl appearance in a bubo on 
the right groin, and was not preceded by ei- 
ther chancre or clap, nor had he ever been 
infeaed before. The tumor encreafed very 
faft and was extremely painful, his furgeon 
encouraged fuppu ration, and when that was 
complete, opened it by cauftic. The dif- 
char?e continued uowards of three months, 
during which time he rubbed in large quan- 
tities of mercurial ointment, and was purged 
2t intervals to prevent a fore mouth ; and 
at the end of about fourteen v^^eeks his cure 
Was pronounced. In a few months however, 
the difeafe, returned; ulcers having formed in 
the throat, accompanied with nocturnal pains 
in his head and limbs, for which he under- 
went a falivation, and was again fuppofed to 
bave received a cure ; but in lefs than fix 
«ionths he was obliged to apply once more to 
his furgeon, the difeafe having re-appeared 
^vith the addition of a node on the left fhin- 
bone ; he was falivated a fecond time, and 
Was faid to be perfedly cured. After fome 
"months the difeafe again appeared, when he 
employed another furgeon who perfuaded him 
to make trial of falivation for the third time, 
^ which 
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\vhlcli affording only a temporary relief, he 
confulted a phyfician, by whofe diredion he 
took medicines for feveral months, until the 
difeafe was thought to be removed ; being 
reduced by this procefs to a very languid Hate, 
country air and afs's milk was recommended, 
but they had not the defired effed ; for foon 
after the difcontinuance of anti-venereals, he 
gradually relapfed into his former fituation. 
His medical friends being again confulted, 
they jftrongly urged the neceflity of a fourth 
falivation, as the only probable means of fuc- 
ceeding ; by this time he entertained no very 
high opinion of falivation, but being almoft 
worn out with pain and diiappointment, he 
agreed to it with this provifo, that it fhoiild 
be carried to fuch a degree, as to terminate in 
the perfed re-eflablifhrnent of his health, or 
in the grand cure of all mortal complaints. 
To humour him they acquiefced in the pro- 
' pofal, and he was falivated for the fourth time ; 
the fpitting they affurfed him was continued 
as long, and to as great a degree as his ftrength 
poffibly could admit of ; and every circum- 
ftance confidered, they had not the leaft reafon 
to doubt but a radical cure would be the con- 

fequence. 
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fequence. This defireable prediaion how- 
ever, was by no means veriiied, as evidently 
a|3peared in the courfe of a few months, the 
difeafe returning with feemingly accumulated 
virulence, which he obferved to be the cafe 
after each of the preceding falivations. Hav- 
ing finifhed the narrative, he defircd^ to be 
informed whether I could render him any 
fervice, which he was induced to believe 
might happen, from fome accounts he had 
lately heard of my having efFeded cures after 
the failure of repeated fahvationS. I told 
him that I had been fuccefsful in that line, 
and notwithftanding tlie obftinacy of his dilT- 
eafe, I entertained fome hopes of relieving 
him. After fome further converfation, he 
defired me to adminiller what I thought pro- 
per, and that he would fcrialy obferve my 
direaions in every refped. Accordingly, I 
recommended a courfe of alteratives; and at 
the fame time the moft nutritious diet, with 
moderate exercife in the open air, to be fre- 
quently repeated, proportionably to ms en- 
creafe of ftrength. Within the firil fortmglit 
I fent him three times to a bagnio, in order 
both to cleanfe the fkin and promote perfpi- 

J ration. 
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ration- By thefc means he obtained a per- 
fect cure in the fpace of ten weeks, and has 
remained healthy, ever lince. 

CASE XX. 

A GENTLEMAN in the county of Cornwall, 
four years ago, put himfelf under my care> 
his cafe was a confirmed pox, un'der which 
he had laboured near eight years, the fymp- 
toms at times having beerl palliated by five 
falivations, and a variety of medicines. Upon 
my requeuing to be informed of every par- 
ticular relative to his complaint, he told me, 
" that being a man of few words, h^' never 
dealt in long narrations, of which his cafe 
would prove one if given in detail ; he fhould 
therefore mention a few of the mofl material 
circumflances, and wrap them up in very 
fmall compafs. He faid, " That about eight 
years before, he contracted a fmall chancre 
on the penis near the frzEnum, which his 
furgeon healed in a few days by the ufe of 
mercurials both externally and internally. A 
fhort time after, a bubo formed in the groin ; 
it fuppurated, was opened by cauftic, and, 

after 
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after difcharglng fome weeks, healed; he 
took medicines fix or eight weeks, and was 
iaid to be cured. In the courfe of a few 
months he was vifited by an ulcer in the 
throat, nodes, and nodurnal pains. In fine, 
the inveteracy of his difeafe was fuch, that, 
from the time above-mentioned, to that in 
Which he was fpeaking, it had withftaod five 
falivations, and great quantities of diiferent 
medicines adminiftered between each of them : 
and (as kc exprelTed it) had he not had the 
conftitution of a horfe, the difeafe or the 
methods ufed for its removal, mufi; in that 
'length of timie have deftroye^ him; but 
thanks to heaven, his fi:amij)a were naturally 
of the ftrongeft kind. He was now quite 
emaciated and worn down with noaurnal 
pains in his head, limbs, &c. There were 
three nodes on his ribs, and a large ulcer 
on the head, from whence feveral pieces of 
bone had exfoliated, and many more were fo 
loofe as to require extraaion foon after h^ be- 
came my patient; this opening had been 
made by a cauftic, for the purpofe of dii- 
charging a large coUeaion of matter. Thefs 
Wpre his fymptoms at the time he made ap- 
■ J 2 p1i«ation 
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plication to me; and notwithflanding the 
meafures hitherto adopted had fucceeded no 
better than as mere palliatives, I defpaired not 
of removing the difeafe ; having fo frequently 
experienced the powerful effeds of alterants 
in the moft confirmed cafes, where many 
repeated falivations had proved abortive. This 
gentleman acquired a radical cure in three 
months by the ufe of alteratives : had the ex- 
foliations been completed fooner, I fhould not 
have given him the medicines fo long. 

CASE XXI. 

In the year 1777, a gentleman from the 
county of York, came up to town to be un- 
der my care*. He had been afflicted with a 
venereal complaint almoft ever fince his birth, 
by means of an infected nurfe, whofe foul 
milk fo gradually afFeded him, that fome 
weeks elapfed before his parents were able to 
account for his declining ftate of health ; 
happily however, the caufe was difcovered, 
and a check put to the rapid progrefs of the 
difeafe, by means of anti-venereals. The 
growth however of the child was mu ch 

impedeclj 
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impeded, as tlie medicines though continued 
a long time had only palliated the fymptoms, 
and faved the life of the patient. When he 
confulted me, his age did not exceed twenty 
years, he carried but little flefli, and was low 
in ftature, although his parents were the re- 
Verfe. Foul eruptions frequently infefled 
many parts of his body, and fometimes af- 
forded a temporary relief from the achs 
and pains which he generally at other times 
experienced. His eyes were extremely weak, 
and often fo much efFeded by this acrid hu- 
mour, as to be threatened with a lofs of fight. 
"The infedion bavin been thus deeply rooted 
in the conftitution, and in a manner mter- 
Woven with it from his infuicy, lentertamed 
Veryllender hopes of totally eradicating it 5 
this opinion 1 communicated to my patient. 
Who, neverthelefs, entered very chearfuUy 
iipon a courfe of m.y medicines, which fome 
of his acquaintance had frequently given him a 
very favourable account of. In the fpace of 
three weeks he acquired a good appetite; the 
cutaneous eruptions gradually gave way, as 
did likewife the pains in his limbs, dec. he 
«iailv improved in flrength and fpirits, and at 
■ the 



[ 62 3 

the end of three months appeared to be ia 
high health, and was grown fat. By my ad- 
vice he continued the medicines three months 
longer, and was then perfedly cured. Let 
this, amongfl many other fimilar inftances, 
ferve as a caution to parents how they entruft 
their infant offspring to mercenaries. Other 
acrid humours may often be derived from the 
fame unhappy fource. 

CASE XX^I. 

A T R A D E s M AN in Wcflminder, about two 
years and a half fmce, became my patient, to- 
gether with his wife and child, who, at that 
time, were all infedied with the venereal dif- 
eafe: the man had a copper-coloured erup- 
tion on his body, and an ulcer in the throat; 
the woman a bubo in the right groin, and 
nodurnal pains; and the child a venereal 
eruption which overfpread the greateA part 
of its body. This complicated fcene of dif- 
trefs took its rife from the hulband, who in- 
formed me, that nine or ten months before, 
he had made an imprudent connexion ; 
twelve days after which, a fmall ulceration 

(a com- 
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(a common excoriation he fuppofed it to 
be, though in reality a chancre *) made its 
appearance on the glans penis, near the frs- 
num; not fufpeaing it to- be venereal, heap^ 
plied a piece of dry lint or cotton, which 
bealed it in a few days. On examining the 
part, I found, that notwithftanding it had 
Skinned over fo readily, there yet remained a 
fmall collofity, from which all this mifehief 
bad originated. In the courfe of ^ few months 
be had reafon to fufped himfelf to be in- 
fcdled, and a fhort time after the mortifica- 
tion to find that he had communicated the 
difeafe to his wife, from whofe milk it was 
conveyed to the child alfo. ' An enlargement 
of the inguinal gland was the firft venereal 
fymptom that attacked the woman, none of 
the neighbouring parts having been at all af- 
fefted ; we may therefore conclude, that fhe 
^'eceived the infediion from the contaminated 
^'emen of the man. The flimily furgeon and 
apothecary having for fome time adminiftered 
inedicines without the defired effcd I v^as 



* By the patient's account not much larger than a 
pin's head. 

thereupon 
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tliercupon. called in, and found the parties in 
the fi-tuation as above defcribed. The child 
at this time was not more than twelve months 
old, colifequently very little fuccefs could be 
expeded from the application of medicine 
immediately to the infant itfelf, for, let the 
preparation be ever fo palatable to the tafle, 
or gentle in its effeds, a fufiicient quantity 
would not be taken to eradicate a difeafe of 
this kind. Therefore, I defired the mother 
to continue fuckling her child, that the re- 
medy might be conveyed to it through the 
fame channel that had communicated the 
difeafe ; for this purpofe, 1 immediately put 
her under a courfe of alteratives, of which 
fhe could take only fmall dofes on account 
of the infant, whereby the cure was protrac- 
ted to near four months, at which period I 
had the fatisfadion of feeing both mother 
and child perfedly freed from this loathfomc 
difeafe. The man's health was re-eitablifhed 
in half the time that had been requifite for 
the cure of his wife and child, by reafon of 
his taking the medicines in their full dofes. 

I COULD mention feveral cafes fimilar to 
the foregoing ones, was I not of opinion, 
o that 
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tiiat they will elucidate the fubjea: as well 
ten times their number. 

N. B. In the treatment of chancres^ their 
callofity fhould be removed as expeditioufly 
as poffible, to prevent the ill effefts of ab- 
forption which will otherwife enfue. 

Excoriations on the glans penis and pras- 
putium of menj and on the labia pudendi* 
Vagina, &c. of women, have very frequently 
been treated in the moft erroneous manner ; 
fome that were truly venereal, have been totally 
neglefted, whilft others that arofe from very 
different caufes, have been fo carefully at- 
tended to, as almoft to endanger the life of 
the patient; by the application of flrong mer- 
curials, draflic purges, &c. Nor are inftances 
Wanting, of perfons having been ialivated on. 
the like occa.fion. 

PROPHYLACTIC S. 

Having treated hitherto on curatives only, 
let us now beftow a few thoughts upon pre« 
ventives. The dodrine of prevention, altbo' 

K 
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It may not be coeval with the difeajQ;, is ne"- 
verthalefs of confiderable antiquity : for the 
accompli 111 men t of fo defirable a p.urpofe, a 
great variety of methods have been propofed ; 
many of them, are to the highefl: degree ab- 
furd, and a few only that bear even the fern- 
blance of probability, particularly amongst 
thofe recommended by the ancients. During 
I my attendance at the lectures of medical pro- 
feflbrs feveral years fince, I have frequently 
been much entertained at the ingenuity with 
which this fubject has been handled. One 
of thefe gentlemen has ftrongly contended, 
that a mucilaginous or oleaginous application 
is the only topical one that can be depended 
upon ; and in fupport of this opinion, expa- 
tiated on the power of emollient, and 
undtuous remedies in corredling or counter- 
ading the moft acrid and corrofive fubftan- 
ces, by blunting their fpicula, and fl:ieathing 
the acute angles, 6cc. thereof. Another pro - 
feffor perhaps equally learned, and probably, 
not inferior to the former in experience, in- 
lifls, that a flrong alkali is the only thing 
which can effecfl this grand defideratum, and 
for this reafon, tljat in order to expel the ve^- 

neral 
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«ereal virus as expeditiouHy as poffible, no- 
thing will be fo likely to anfwer that pur- 
pofe, as a medicine of this idnd, which im- 
mediately Simulates the glands to fuch a de- 
gree, as to produce a very copious fecretion 
of their fluids, and thereby diflodge the 
enemy without either impediment or de- 
iay. With equal plaufibility, acids have been 
recommended by fome, and fpirits by others; 
not confidering that the pain, &c. arifmg 
therefrom, would frequently injure as much, 
and perhaps fometimes more, than the difeafe 
which they were intended to guard againft. 

Very numerous have been the advocates 
for mercurial preparations, whilft feveral have 
given the preference to thofe of lead. Every 
iiian of experience, however, muft acknow- 
ledge that theories in general (how fpecious 
foever they may appear) are, the major part 
of them, extremely defeaive, when put to the 
tell. I have myfelf feen a number of va- 
rious experiments made on the prefent fub- 
jea:; indeed, the line *of pradice in which 
^or many years I have been materially engaged, 
^as enabled me to profecute an enquiry of 
K 2 
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this kind to as great an extent as moft men 5 
and after all, I am perfuaded that very gentle 
ftimulants will anfwer the purpofe more ef- 
fectually than applications of any other fort : 
I am led to be of fuch a^ opinion from the 
very great fuccefs that has attended this mode 
of prefervation fof feveral years paft; thofe 
of my patients who have made the pro- 
per and timely ufe of a compofition of this 
kind, have not been infe6led, I believe, once 
in fifty times upon an average : v/hich, con- 
lidering all circumflances, is as much as can 
be reafonably expelled. Were I to aflert that 
any medicine or preparation is infallible, I 
fhould pay no great compliment to the under- 
ftanding of my readers, by advancing fo pal- 
pable a falfehood; fuffice it to ohferve, that 
fome of my friends entertain the highefl opi- 
nion of this compofition, from the great and 
repeated rifles they have ran for many months 
ilicceffively, without receiving the leaft in- 
jury notv/ithilanding their fometimes copu- 
lating with fuch as they knew to be infe6led 
at the time of action.* 

To guard againft the infeclion, fome prac- 
titioners have thought it fufiicient to advife 

the 
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the application of unduous or other fubftances 
to the glans penis, in order to obflrud or 
clofeup the abforbent vefTels or pores thereof, 
heing of opinion, that the enemy always gets 
admiffion that way ; in oppofition to fuch 
dodrine, be it remembered, that chancres fre- 
quently fix upon other parts of the penis, and 
fometimes attack the fcrotum and its vici- 
mks, from which buboes have enfued, as 
appears in fome of the foregoing cafes, 



GLEETS. 

Of gleets iffuing from the urethra, there 
are two fpecics upon which I propofe making 
fomeobfervations; namely, the venereal gleet, 
and the feminal one. The former is the dif- 
charge which fucceeds a clap; in other words, 
the running that continues after the removal 
^>f infedion ; this difeafe arifes from the ure- 
thral ulcerations not having been healed m pro- 
per time, which may be occaUoned by various 
nieans ; -for inflance, by too frequent repeti- 
tions of ftrong cathartics; by un^uous appU- 
catioas lono' continued; by acrimonious hu- 
?iours; inline, by any thing which relaxes 
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to too great a degree, or for too long a conti- 
nuance. The cure is often protra£ted by the 
irregularity of the patient, who fometimes is 
kind enough to impute it to the mifmanage" 
ment of his furgeon ; and on the other hand, 
it may fo happen, as to be really the cafe. 
Some of the reafons affigned for the diffi- 
culty of curing ulcers on the legs, will hold 
good in thofe of the urethra : the fituation of 
both affording a depending orifice, or drain to 
the humours, which confequently will very 
readily flow down thereto ; and when Nature 
has been accuilomed for a length of time to 
any particular evacuation, or the outlet there- 
of, the flux of humours will there be very 
conliderable, and the tafk of diverting them 
to any other channel will be proportionally 
diflicult. Another difagreeable circumftance 
attending ulcerations of the urethra, is, the 
frequent flows of urine over them, which at 
times being highly acrimonious, mull inter- 
rupt the digeftion of the ulcers ; and a part 
of it lodging in them, may corrode in fome 
degree, unlefe prevented by proper topical ap- 
plications, vvdiich cannot here be conveyed in 
a more fqitable form than that of injedion- 

And 



[ 7' ] 

And even after the ulcers are healed, It will 
generally be found expedient to continue in- 
jection a week'or ten days longer, to confirm 
the parts, and defend them from the urinous 
^Its, which (ihould this precaution be omit- 
ted) are fometimes fo acrid as to abrade the 
iiew fkin, and make the fores difcharge afrefh- 
'The fame thing may happen when^the urine 
IS loaded with coarfe gravel or (hones, which 
^Hlfoon deftroy the tender cicatrix ; and if 
^legleaed but for a few days, a fluxion of 
^^mours to the pnt may enfue, and muil 
^•^nfequently retard the cure. 

So high an opinion do I entertain of in- 
jeclions, that I will venture to affirm, that, 
^^mofl; every gleet (unaccompanied with ca- 
^^incles, or callous edges of thofe ulcers from 
^^'hence it proceeds) may be cured by injec- 
*'^n, provided the redundant acrimony (if 
there happened to be any) fnallhavc been pre- 
^^ioufiy correded. Innumerable lalmofl are 
inflances v/hich might be produced in. 
%portof this opinion; a few only of the 
^^oft remarkable ones will be here introduced 

elucidate that point.— Gleets, attended with 

o;reat 
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great obflrudtions in the urethra, occafioned 
by carnoiities, caruncles, callofities, fungufes> 
&c. (call them by what names you pleafe) 
will generally require medicated bougies to 
remove them before we can expect a radical 
cure of the gleet. They will likewife be ne- 
ceffary in the removal of ftridures, and the 
callous edges of old obftinate ulcers in this 
part. As to the compolition of bougies, great 
care muft be had that nothing corrolive or 
very Simulating be introduced therein j on the 
contrary, it mufl; coniift of the mildefi di- 
geflives ; and when formed into bougies, 
muft have a very even polifhed furface, and 
be of fuch temper or confiftence as readily to 
adapt themfelves to the curvatures^ &c. of the 
urethra, and yet at the fame time be endued 
with fufficient ftrength to make the neceffary 
preffure. The foregoing caution relative to 
the compofition of bougies, cannot be too 
much inculcated, when we confider the de- 
licate texture of the urethra and its extreme 
irritability : no two parts of the body, I pre- 
fume, bear greater analogy in point of fenli- 
bility, than the urethra to the eye. In the 
management of bougies, more attention is 
7 neceffary 
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ilecedary than people in general imagine for 
inftance, if too large a one be introduced, or 
too much force ufed, either an haemorrhage 
(that very much alarms the patient, though in 
other refpedts not prejudicial; or an iriflam- 
niation enfues, which muft retard the cure, 
fliould it produce no other difagreeable ef- 
fea. The diftention of thefe parts ought 
to be made very gradually ^or the reafons 
abovt affigned, as well as to avoid the pain 
that muft otherwife be occafioned. If the 
end of the bougie be fuffered to prefs againft 
the neck of the bladder, it generally Simu- 
lates to fuch a degree, as to produce a ftran- 
gury. 

A LIGATURE of foiiie kiod fliould always 
be affixed to a bougie, previous to, or im- 
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mediately after its introduaion, both to pre. 
vent it from flipping into the bladder, and to 
retain it exadly in the proper fituation. How 



long each bougie may be worn, will depend 

^pon the irritation it occafions ; it muft not 

remain in the urethra after it becomes painful, 

for reafons very obvious. When the urethra 

l^as been habituated to them, they may be 

retained 
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retained the whole night, provided fleep be 
not thereby prevented, or mucii interrupted. 
Antecedent to a*courfe of bougies, it will fre- 
quently be neceflary to prepare the parts with 
a cooling injedtion, and to repeat it during 
the ufe of them, as foon as the lead fymptom 
of inflammation makes its appearance. Gen- 
tle aperients, at this time may likewife be fer- 
' viceable, fuch Tas lenitive eledary, fulphur, 
magnefia, &c. Moderate exercife, and a to- 
tal abflinence from acids and flrong liquors 
mufl: alfo be enjoined. As to the length of 
time which may be proper to continue the 
ufe of bougies, that muft depend upon the 
degree of obfl:ru£tion in the paflage, and the 
irritability thereof, together with the patient's 
habife of body, and many other circumftances. 
It will not I believe be difputed, that there 
may be the abufe, as well as proper ufe of 
bougies, for fhould they be continued long 
after the difappearance of difcharge, a frefli 
running will be produced, by the very means 
employed to remove the old one ; ihey are 
not, however, to be left off abruptly; it 
mufl be donQgradafimj left the cicatrix fhould 
exceed its due bounds, and thereby lelTen the 

diameter 
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diameter of the urethra. Men fometlmes 
^ant patience under a courfe of bougie; but 
t^ie time may be greatly fhortened by the af- 
fiftance of proper injedions. Many inftances 
indeed have occurred, where injedion has 
performed a cure after bougie, and every other 
J-emedy has proved inefFeaual. Such im- 
provement has of late been made in this re- 
^Pea, that I do not find it neceflary to ufe half 
the number of bougies which I formerly did, 
cures now being effe^ed in fo much lefs time. 



CASE xxiir. 

In the month of March, 1/77' ^ '^^^ 
plied to by a gentleman of fortune in the 
<^ounty of Derby, who had laboured under 
^ venereal gleet for more than fix years; m 
the courfe^'of which time he had employed 
^'everal of the faculty in his own neighbour- 
hood, and had made journies to town for the 
opinions and prefcriptions of fome emment 
^ues in the m.etropolis, in confequence where- 
of, he had ufed a variety of medicines both 
external and internal, which afforded him 
^'^^ly a temporary relief ^ the difcharge gene- 

h2 '-^"^^y 
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rally returning in ten days or a fortnight after- 
wards. The difeafe commenced, he faid, in the 
year 1770, when he contracted a clap, for the 
cure of which, his furgeon had purged him 
pretty brilkly, and ufed a confiderable quan- 
tity of mercurial ointment, until the infec- 
tion was fuppofed to be removed ; then, bal- 
famics, aftringents, &c. &c. were adminif- 
tered ; and he afterwards ufed the cold bath, 
for feveral weeks fucceffively. All thefe ex- 
pedients however proved merely palliative, 
as the complaint conflantly returned foon 
after their difcontinuance. The difcharge 
was copious and of a deep yellow colour; 
3 defired permiffion to examine the urethra 
w^ith a bougie, he readily affented, but ob- 
ferved that bougies would be of no fervice to 
him, having ufed them upwards of eleven 
months without any good effett ; I informed 
him that I did not propofe his wearing them? 
urilefs there fliould be a very material ob- 
llrudion in the paffage ; which upon exami' 
nation not being the cafe, I recommended 
alteratives and an aflringent injection, the 
former to be continued three weeks or ^ 
inonth, and the latter, double that tiirie^ 
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with moderate exercife, and a MO: abftinence 
from acids of every kind : and at the lame 
time to keep his body folutive with fulphur 
or magnefia alba. By thefe means he was ra- 
dically cured in the fpace of two months, 
and has remained well ever fince, as he per- 
sonally informed me in the month pf January, 
1780. 

CASE XXIV. 

About two years fnice, a gentleman in 
Weftminfter applied to me for the removal 
of a gleet, which had troubled him twelve 
years ; during that time, he had at intervals 
taken a great deal of m.edicine, and of various 
J^inds. One remarkable circumftance attend- 
ing this cafe, was, that not with (landing the 
Very long continuance of the runnmg, no, 
carnofities or obflruaions of any fort had 
formed in the urethra, which I afcertained 
by the introduction of a bougie, previous to 
delivering any opinion upon it; when findmg 
the paffage perfeaiy clear, I told my patient 
tJ^at his complaint in all probability mignt 
be removed without much difficulty, pro- 

viGcd 
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vided he would live temperately, and adhere 
llridiy to the rules I Ihould prefcribe ; 
jnamelj, to avoid acids, ftrong liquors, and 
violent exercife ; and regularly to ufe every 
night and morning a lyringeful of injec- 
tion. Thefe he did ; and was perfsdly cured 
in the courfe of three months. 

CASE XXV, 

A NOBLE Lord, in the month of May, 1778, 
fent for me, on account of a gleet attended 
with a fmall obllrudion in the urethra : he 
informed me that his diforder was of four 
years ftanding, and had refifted every means 
prefcribed for its removal ; that he had taken 
a variety of medicines, been once falivated, 
arid had ufed bougies. The difcharge was 
thin, yellow, and copious, unaccompanied 
with either pain or inflamm.ation. As his 
Lordfhip was of a good habit of body, I 
did not prefcribe any internal remedies, but 
trufted wholly to injection, which in the fpace 
of lix weeks eifetted a radical cure. 



N. B. The 
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N. B. The fame regimen was obferved as 
the preceding cafe, and the injedion was 
^^ed three times each day. 

CASE XXVI. 

A STATIONER in Weilminto, three years 
applied to me, in confequence of a gleet 
^ith a fmall caruncle in the urinary canal, 
"^'hich complaint he had laboured under up- 
^^rds of £ve years, and during that time had 
^fed various medicines, but they had all 
Proved ineffedual: he was however, perfedly 
^^^'ed in lefs than two months, merely by the 

of injection. 

CASE XXVIL 

^ WAS confulted about two years fince by 
^ ^oal-merchant in the county of Middlefex, 
.^^ohad then contradled a virulent gonorrhasa, 
a^^dition to an old gleet with which he had 
^^11 troubled for fome years. He exprelTed 
^Uch concern at this accident, imagining 
^^^t the gleet would be a great impediment 
° ^^le cure of the p-onorrhiea ; but I foon 

made 
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made him eafy on that head, by obferving, 
that probably both complaints would be re- 
moved at the fame time, as I had very fre- 
quently been fortunate enough to cure clap 
and gleet both together: and indeed it fo 
happened in this cafe, at the end of five 
weeks, by means of injedion and an alterative 
apozem. 

CASE xxviir. 

About feyentcQn months ago, an Irifh 
Peer became my patient ; his cafe was a ve- 
nereal gleet^ with which he had been afflided 
many years : bougies as well as internal me- 
dicines had been repeatedly ufed without fuc- 
cefs. Upon examination I found a fmall 
carnoHty in the urethra, from which iffued a 
moderate quantity of yellow matter. I pro- 
pofed injection, but he at firfi: objected to it> 
alledging his having tried it without effect ; 
not conlidering (as I obferved to him) that 
the compofition of injediions were as likely to 
vary as that of any other remedy. I likewife 
related to him fome inftances wherein that 
mode of cure had been particularly fuccefsful 
^ ' after 
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after every other had proved the reverfe. He 
thereupon agreed to put it once more to the 
teft, but Was obliged to defer it for a few weeks 
account of a long journej he was the next 
to fet out upon. In the courfe of a month 
^is lordfhip returned, and then informed me 
^^at my attendance was doubly neceffary 
him having, on the journey, added a clap 
the old diforder. The running was plen- 
^^ful, and accompanied with a heat of urine 
arid chordee. 

1 IMMEDIATELY recommended the ufe of 
^^jedion and a few alterative pills, which, 
^ith a proper regimen, perfedly cured him 

both clap and gleet in the fpace of thirty- 
^Wo days. 

From the number of cafes that I have 
^^en fimilar to the preceding ones, where a 
^^eth infedion has been engrafted upon an 

gleet, and the little difficulty generally 
experienced in removing both together, lam 

to believe, that in many inftances, the Hi- 
^^lus produced by the venereal virus, has fre- 
^^ently contributed to accelerate the cure of 

gleet; and particularly fo, when it fixes 
jVI immediately 
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immediately upon the old ulcer ; whofe cal- 
lous edges may thus be removed more Ipeedily 
perhaps than by any other means. 

A TERY ftriking inilance of this kind will 
be found in the fubfequent cafe : 

CASE XXIX. 

Four years fmce, a linen*draper in the 
city, after having ineffectually employed fe- 
veral gentlemen of the faculty for the re- 
moval of a venereal gleet which had troubled 
him eight years, made application to me for' 
the fame purpofe. I examined the urethra 
with a bougie, and found very little obftruc- 
tion therein ; I then enquired into the dif- 
ferent methods of cure that had been adopted 
by his other furgeons, to which he replied, 
that after going through feveral mercurial 
courfes, taking a great quantity of balfamics, 
and ufmg a variety of aftringents internally as 
well as topically, bougies were at lafl: recom- 
mended 5 and notv/ithftanding the uninter- 
rupted application of them for fome months, 
and the flridefl re^rimen at the fame time 
3 being 
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being obferved, the difeafe ftill maintained 
its ground. Upon further enquiry, I found 
that my patient was a very temperate man, 
and rather of a cold phlegmatic habit; I 
therefore judged that an alteration in his mode 
of living might be of ufe, and accordingly 
Prefcribed half a pint of good port wine to 
betaken every day after dinner, and twice or 
thrice that quantity after fupper. I hkewifc 
ordered an injeftion to be ufed night and 
morning, and a few internal alteratives. This 
plan was purfued for a fortnight or three 
Weeks without producing any very material 
alteration in the difeafe ; his fpirits and appe- 
tite however were greatly benefitted, infomuch, 
that in the courfe of a week or ten days longer 
Perfeverance therein, he w^as induced once 
more to pay his devoirs at th& ihrine of Venus^ 
and there again became a burnt- offering, havmg 
then acquired both clap and chancres. iS 
reward for ftealing iire (if it may 
a theft) differed widely from that which Ir ro- 
metheus experienced: for to his great joy 
and furprife, the old inveterate gleet was ra- 
dically cured by the means ufed to remove 
the gonorrhoea and chancres, in the courle o 
M 2 
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twenty-nine days. It may be sdked, whether 
no fuccedaneum can be invented to anfwer 
the purpofe as well as venereal matter? To 
which I Ihould only .give this anfwer, let 
future experiments and obfervations afcertaiii 
that point, It may likewife be fuggefted, that 
the fuppofed advantages accruing from this 
frefh infe£lion, do not abfolutely arife there* 
from, but from the medicines ufed in con- 
fequence of it, which may fo correal the la- 
tent acrimony of the blood and juices, as to 
effed; a cure merely by that circumflance. 
My reply to this will be, that I have admi- 
nillered the fame kind of medicines, and for 
a longer time in fome of thefe cafes, previous 
to the new infedlion. It may then perhaps 
be faid, that they were not continued long 
enough : be it fo or at this rate we might 
go on ad infinitum, and never put a period to 
our fuppo^itions 5 we will therefore leave to 
practice inftead of theory, the determination 
pf this matter^ 

CASE XXX. 

I WAS confulted a few years ago by the 
captain of a marching regiment, who had 

been 
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been affliaed many years with obftruaions in 
the urethra— they were particularly diftreffing 
to him during the late war, occafioning re- 
peated fuppreffions of urine, which at length 
became fo frequent, as to oblige him to carry 
a fmall catheter or a bougie generally m his 
pocket; unluckily, however, he was unpro- 
vided in that refped once upon a forced 
march, when being attacked with a total fup- 
preffion of urine, and having no affiftance at 
hand, he was under the necellity of takmg a 
fmall twig from a tree, and after properly 
Shaping, forced it through the obftruftions 
into the bladder, made a palTage for the urine, 
and thereby faved his life, which had often 
been in the moft imminent danger from the 
fame caufe. 

At the time he applied to me, the urethra 
Was fo much obflruaed with caruncles, tjia 
^ found great difficulty in pafTing the fmallelt 
bougie, and therefore recommended the im- 
mediate application of them : his anlwer was, 
" That if no other means were ufed, he was 
very certain no cure would be obtamed, hav- 
ing worn bougies at times for fome years pal , 
^ I replied. 
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I replied, That internal rerftcdies were like- 
wife indifpenfably neceffary in his cafe, by 
reafon of the very high degree of fcurvy with 
which he was moil evidently infeftedj his body 
being almoft covered with puftules, boils and 
fcabs, the rankefl of the kind that I had ever 
feen. Very powerful antifcorbutics were 
therefore liberally adminiftered during the 
whole courfe of bougie, in order to correct 
that acrimony, which would otherwife have 
much impeded, if not entirely prevented the 
formation of a proper cicatrix. The difcharge 
from the urethra was very plentiful for the 
£rfc three weeks, and from its fharpnefs fome- 
times inflamed the glans penis and pra?putium, 
as well as the urinary dud, but was kept 
within bounds by the ufe of emollient and 
cooling injedions. Thus, was the urethra 
entirely cleared of obftru£tions, the body of 
its acrimonious hum^our, and in lefs than^ four 
months the patient's health perfectly re-'efta- 
blifhed. 

CASE XXXI. 

A MEMBER of the Houfe of Commons 
about a year ago fent for me, on account of 
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^^^n obflruaion in the urethra, which had 
troubled him fome years, and of kte pro- 
<3uced a frequent inclination to nnake urine, 
t^^ough it could flow now only in a very 
^nvalf ftream, and with much difficulty, from 
the encreafed fize of the carnofity. I^^e ob- 
ftruaion was To great, that it would not ad- 
i^it the fmalleft bougie to pafs it ; I therefore 
contented myfelf with introducing one up to 
ttie caruncle, upon which it made a gentle 
Preffure, being properly fixed with a ligature: 
^ gave diredions for its being retained in the 
pofition as long as poffible, that the 
bougie might gradually either infinuate itfelf 
through this fle% fubftance, or elfe flippaft 
it. My patient perfevered in the method I 
^ad propofed for the fpace of near eleven 
^ours, when he had the fatisfaaion of per- 
ceiving that the obilruaion gave way to the 
bougie. A fmall hiemorrhage enfued, which 
i^ a few minutes ceafed of itfelf-foo^^ after- 
guards he attempted to make urine, but at firft 
found the paffage more obftrucled than ufual ; 
however, upon draining, he forced out fome- 
^^^ing, which he imagined was coagulated 

^'^ood, but on examination it proved to be 

the 
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t3ie carnofity Itfelf— ^in fhape and lize it nearly 
refembled a pea, and was compofed of a 
totigli membranous fubftance,— the bafis of 
it was very fmall, as will be readily conceived 
from its being fo eafily feparated. The un- 
ufual frequency of making water immediately 
ceafed upon the removal of the excrefcence, 
which without doubt had fo Simulated the 
parts as to be the occaiion of it ; upon the 
fame principle I prefume as any extraneous 
body would have done. Aftringent injections 
now became neceflkry to procure a firm cica- 
trix; bougies were likewife frequently intro- 
duced to preferve the natural diameter of the 
urethra in that particular part ; and, in order 
to confirm the cure, thefe applications were 
continued about a week or ten days. 

CASE XXXII. 

A TRADESMAN in Wcftminfler, was for 
feveral weeks incommoded with a frequent 
defire to void urine, which at length encreafed 
to fuch a degree as to prevent his attendance 
on bufinefs: thus circumftanced, he became 
my patient. Upon enquiry, 1 found that he 

had 
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Ka'd not been fubjea to either gravel or ftone, 
nor was there any reafon to fufped that 
inftdion had given rife to the complaint, 
then propofed to examine the urethra with a 
bougie, but was prevented by a wart juft 
within the orifice; that excrefcence I re- 
nioved with fciffors, and deftroyed its roots 
With an efcharotic. The " patient informed 
me next day that he m longer feU any irri- 
tation at the neck of his bladder, nor had any 
inclination to urine oftener than he ufually 
did before the diforder took place. The 
parts foon healed; and he has been free from 
^I'angury ever fmce. 

Here we may obferve, Aat a difcafe at one 
end of the urethra, will produce a difagree- 
^'ble fenfation at the other. It frequently 
happens that a ftonc in the bladder, ^vhen i 
Preffesin a particular direaion, ""^ 
filch an itchinff at the glans perus and pr - 

. „t rpfram from 

Putium, that the patient cannot rerraii 

■•ubbing and pulling thofe parts. 

Excrescences in the urethra Sometimes 
"ffea very materially the feminal dutts, 
^^'ill appear in feme of the following cales. 

N 
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It often occurs, even in claps, that the 
patient thinks his difeafe feated in one part 
of the urethra, when it happens to be in 
another : indeed, we cannot wonder at the 
many inftances of very great lympathy in 
thefe parts, when we eoniider their exquilite 
fenlibility. 

CASE XXXIII. 

A GENTLEMAN in the county of Norfolk, 
had liiany years laboured under a difficulty of 
making urine, occafioned by excrefcences in 
the urethra, the confequence of a long con- 
tinued gleet. He had had frequent fuppref-* 
fions of urine after violent exercife, hard 
drinking, or exceffes of any kind; this he 
deemed merely a temporary inconvenience, it 
having generally been foon removed by the 
introduction of a catheter or a bougie ; which 
circumflance rendered him negligent as to 
the making of proper application for a radical 
cure. However, he at lafb furfered very fe- 
verely for his inattention, as will appear in 
the fequeL In the month of June, iJ'JJi 
being very much heated with exercife and 

high 
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^igh living, he was attacked by his old com^ 
plaint, (the fuppreffion of urine) and recourfe 
^as immediately had to the former expe- 
dients, but the inflammation and obftruaion 
^ere fo great, that no inftrument could 
be paffed into the bladder-'-his furgeon 
endeavoured to relieve him by the ufual 
«^eans, fuch as bleeding, warm bathing, 
terebinthinate and other clyfters, anodyne?, 
but they proved inefteAual. After the 
%prefiion had continued upwards of thirty 
l^ours, he determined to come up to town, 
^liough at the diftance of more than one 
hundred miles. The anxiety and pain th^% 
l^e experienced during the journey, may be 
better imagined than defcribed. On his 
an-lval in town he immediately fent for me, 
but half an hour before I faw him, the urine 
bad forced its way through the perinjeum, a 
part of which, and of the adjoining fcrotum, 
J found in a mortified ftate. The mortification 
extended at lead fix inches in circumference, 
^rom the pale emaciated afped of my pa- 
tient, I could not expea any great afiiftance 
W his conftitution, which by his own ac- 
count had been much impaired by a long 

2 jfuccefiion 
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fuccelHon of irregularities. His age did not 
exceed forty 'years ; in the lafl ten of v/hich, 
he had been frequently attacked with fevere 
fits of the gout. All thefe circumfiiancea 
confidered, I could not forrn the moft fa- 
vourable prognoHs 'j however, I was parti- 
cularly careful, that my opinion fhould not 
be couched in fuch terms as might deprefs 
his fpirits, being fuUy aware of the bad con- 
fequences that frequently enfue from the 
mind's influence upon the body, efpecially iii 
putrid complaints. Having in thefe cafes no 
time to Igfe, I immediately proceeded to fca- 
rify the parts as deeply as the nature of them 
would admit of, or as circumftances required. 
After ftuping the wound extremely well 
with a fpirituous fomentatiqn, I applied warm 
digeflives, and over them (inftead of cata- 
plafm of any kind) foft rags moiflened wdlh 
camphorated fpirits, ^nd ordered the nurfe 
to dip a fponge in the fame every half hour, 
and fqueeze it over tlie dreffings and the 
neighbouring parts, in order to prevent as 
ipuch as poffible the mortification from ex- 
tending itfelf any further. The dreffings 
were often renewed, on account of the urine's 

flowing 
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towing fo frequently through the wound 
As internal antifeptics were likewife indil- 
Penfably neceffary, I prefcribed an ekaary 
of Peruvian bark and Virginian fnake-root, 
to be taken as often and in as large dofes as 
J^is ftomach would bear, and that it fhould 

wafhed down with camphorated julep or > 
good Port wine, of both whkh I allowed 
^i'm to take very freely. His liquors were 
«iofl: of them acidulated with elixir of vi- 
triol, to which was added the aromatic tinc- 
^^^rc, to prevent its offending the ftomach, 
^d at the fame time render it more cardiac, 
'^here were likewife prepared for him ftrong 
^^ch foups, and what is called beef-tea, of 
^hich he drank plentifully. Opiates were 
^dminiftered the firft twelve days, and at 
^Mitable intervals, clyilers to keep bis bowels 

a proper flate. By thefe means the pro- 
S^-efs of the mortification was foon impeded, 
ia a fliort time entirely iiopped. Tne 
Roughs began to feparate in the courfe ol 
^^elve days, when I thought it adyifeaDle 

attempt regaining the natural paflage for 
^^^e urine, the whole of which conftantly 
^^Wed throiiP-h the woupd eyer fuice it bad 
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firft made an outlet that way. The caruncles 
in the urethra made fo much refiflance, that 
four days elapfed before the fmallefl: bougie 
could be paffed through them; but as foon 
as that point was gained, a bougie was con- 
ftantly kept in the urethra both night and 
day. The urine by this method foon reco^ 
vered the natural channel, and in lefs than a 
fortnight, not a drop of it pafled through the 
wound, which now digefted well, and in a 
few days incarned, and foon after cicatrifed 
as kindly as could have been expelled. By 
continuing the bougies fix weeks longer, the 
urethra was entirely cleared of all its obflruc- 
tions, and the parts firmly healed. Soon 
afterwards, my patient returned to the coun- 
try in high fpirits, and in a much better ftate 
of health than he had been for many preced?-* 
months, 

SEMINAL GLEET. 

Having hitherto made little or no men- 
tion of , the feminal gleet, I will now offer a 
few obfervations upon the origin of that dif- 
eafe^ and produce fome particular cafes, both 
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to iiluHrate the fubjea, and recommend a 
J^ethod of cure that has frequently fucceeded 
after every other had proved ineifeduaL 
'I'hat feminal gleets or weakneffes (call them 
^^y which name you pleafe) are of all others, 
t^e moft difficult to cure, I prefume, will 
^ot be controverted by any experienced prac- 
titioner 5 this difficulty will be encreafed in 
proportion to the immediate caufe of the dif- 
fafe, and the contingencies that may attend 

the habit of body, mode of living, cli- 
mate, profeffion or occupation, &c. of the 
patient. The difeafe may arife from thofe 
^Xcrefcences in the urethra, which we term 
caruncles, carnofities, &c. and it is fome- 
times occafioned by the deftru^ion of that 
Natural caruncle, the caput galllnagmis ure- 
It originates likewife from an acri- 
monious ftate of the blood and juices. Some- 
^^mes it is produced by a general relaxation 

the whole frame, from whatever caufe 
Wr that may take its rife, whether from a 
^^nes of debaucheries, exceffive venery, felf- 
P^Hution, &c &c. 

feme of the foregoing cafes, I have dc- 
"^^nflrated that an excrefcence in the urethra 

will 
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will flimulate the bladder (though at the di^ 
tance of fome inches) to fuch a degree as to 
bring on a frequent inclination to evacuate 
its contents : and when that flimulus hap- 
pens to fix upon the feminal duds, ' the re- 
fervoirs, or the tefticles themfelves, fimilar 
effects muft naturally be expeded. After the 
feminals have been thus ftimulated for a 
length of time, their retentive faculties muft 
indubitably become fo much impaired and 
weakened, as to admit of very frequent and 
involuntary emiffions. The fame confe- 
quences may alfo be expedled, when the blood 
is much impregnated with acrimony of any 
kind, and a confiderable fhare of it falls upon 
any particular organ (a gland for inftance, 
its excretory dudt) the irritation thereby pro- 
duced muH: excite an unnatural fecretion, as 
well as expuliion of that particular fluid, and 
will at the fame time alter the quality of it. A 
long cotinued repetition of this ftimulus gradu- 
ally relaxes the mouths of the excretory du6tsy 
together with their valves or fphinders, thof^ 
natural obftacles to involuntary evacuations ; 
in fine, they entirely lofe their original powers 
of retention, and the fluid is frequently dif" 
3 charging 
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charging itrelf, .almoft as foon as fecerned; or 
^ipon the leaft exertion in making urine or 
going to ftool, fuppofing the feminal veffels 
to have been thus vifited by the acrimonious 
humour. 



A S E XXXIV. 



An officer in the navy, after having la- 
loured under a feminal gleet for fix years and 
upwards, put himfelf under my care about 
two years and a half fince. His fpmts, 
itrength, appetite, &c. were greatly reduced, 
infomuch, that he was threatened with a 
total lofs Of virility. After interrogating him 
as to the caufe of his difeafe, I examined the 
urethra with a bougie, and found it perledtly 
free from obftruftion : I then iufpe^ed the 
colour and confidence of the difcharge, an^^ 
foon perceived that it had lo^t nataia 
texture, and feemed to abound with acri- 
mony, which uDon further enquiry proved to 
be fcorbutic. He informed me that he had 
been much afflided with the fcurvy for lome 
years previous to the appearance of his piei^n 
complaint. Having now ^^''^^^^^'"'^ ^^^^^-^ 
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caufe of the difeafe, I had but little difficulty 
to apprehend in performing the cure of it ; 
as my patient, from his appearance, as well as 
promifes, perfuaded me, that nothing on his 
part would be wanting for the completion of 
it. I had not formed a wrong conjecture ; for 
with the greateil regularity and attention he 
perfevercd in a courfe of antifcorbutics, 
which in a few months entirely removed his 
gleet, and at the fame time perfe(5lly re-efta- 
blifhed his health in every other refpeCl. 

CASE XXXV. 

A GENTLEMAN in the county of Middle- 
sex, applied to rne two years ago, on account 
of a feminal gleet, to which at times he had 
been for fome years fubje(5t, though at inter- 
vals entirely free from it ; his vigour there- 
fore was not very much impaired thereby, but 
as the returns of the complaint, had of late 
been more frequent than ufual, he began to 
be very apprehenfive of confequences. Upon 
examination, I found that the caufe of this 
gleet might be truly deemed arthritic; it was 
indeed fufficiently evident from the appear- 
ance 
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ancc of the difcharge, and the patient's own 
account of his cafe. The femen was waded 
with a cretaceous matter, fimilar to the cmlK 
ftones produced by the gout; in proof ot 
which, he informed me that he had been 
afflided with the gout many years, chalk 
ftones had appeared on his feet, but that no 
more of them had formed after the creta- 
ceous matter found its way to the fpermat.c 
veffels, and (as he very rationally fuppoled,; 
difcharged itfelf with the femen ever hnce 
that period. Being perfeffly fenfible that the 
difeafe originated from the gout, I recom- 
mended patience, and a refignation to his fate. 
This prefcription not fatisfying him, I pro- 

mifed to confider further upon his cafe, an 

. _ ],;,„ After a 
exert my beft abihties to ferve tiim. 

little refleaion, there occurred to my memory 
the cafe of a gentleman, who fome years m 

L- of the venereal 
employed me to cure him ot 
difeafe, and as he was greatly afflifted w 
1 ^/ilv that I woula 

the gout, requefted very earneftly . 

not give him the leaft particle of "'^''="jy' 
T . 1 ^ I'n the courle or 

I acquiefced therewith, and m tne 
a few weeks removed his complaint, mer y 
the ufe of vegetables. ^^^^^^^ 

O 2 
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Sometime afterwards he informed me, tliat 
thefe medicines had fo purified his blood and 
juices, that the gout had not vilited him fo 
frequently as ufual, and the paroxyfms were 
much milder and of fhorter duration than 
they formerly had been. He has therefore 
taken the medicine fmce that time as an anti- 
arthritic. The recollection of this circum- 
ftance induced me tp adminiiler remedies of 
a fimiiar kind for the cure of this arthritic 
gleet ; and I had foon the fatisfadion of per- 
ceiving that the difcharge gradually decreafed, 
and was lefs and lefs impregnated with the 
chalk, 'till it entirely difappeared, which 
happened in about two months : I advifed 
neverthelefs a continuance of the medicines 
fometime longer in order to prevent a re- 
lapfe. The medicines ufed upon this occafion 
were, diuretics and diaphoretics, in the com- 
pofition of which, camphor was no inconfi- 
derable ingredient. Before we difmifs the 
fubjeii, it may not be improper to mention 
fome other diforders, to which the organs of 
generation are liable, from this arthritic acri- 
mony. I have been informed from very good 
authority, of priapifms originating from the 

fame 
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fame fourcc ; one in particular, of a gentle- 
n^an in the county pf Surry, which is faid 
to have continued an incredible length of 
time. Inftances I have myfelf f^en, where 
tJ^e gout has produced tumefadions of the 
tefticles, to as high a degree as thofe in ve- 
nereal cafes, and which, like them, have been 
J^emoved by difcutient fomentations, and emol- 
lient cataplafms, affifted with powerful fudo- 
^ifics internally. In thefe cafes opiates like- 
^ife may repeatedly be adminiilered to very 
S^'eat advantage. 

CASE XXXVL 

About eighteen months fince, I was con-- 
^^Ited by an eminent artift in the vicinity of 
London, who had for many years been trou- 
bled with a gleet and obftruaions in theuri- 
^3ry paflage, occafioned by a clap which was 
^'ontra^ed eleven years before. There had 
been, ever fmce that period, a difcharge of 
y^Howifli matter that might be f^id to ebb 
^^^d flow, being very copious at one time, and 
"^^^ite the reverfe at others; excefs of any 

^ind, never failed to encreafe it very con^it 

^ derablv.. 

3 
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derably. Within the laft three j^ears he per- 
ceived the urethra to be materially obfl:rud:ed, 
and from that time a new lymptom made its 
appearance, namely, a mixture of femen with 
the old running ; in proportion to the en- 
creafe of the caruncles, the feminal difcharge 
became more plentiful, infomuch, that dur- 
ing the lafl; four or live months, he very 
feldom made urine or went to flool, wdthout 
a confiderable quantity of feed being evacu- 
ated at the fame time. He informed me of his 
having taken large quantities of the mofl; bra^ 
cing and ftrengthening medicines, but with 
no other effcd-,than a temporary palliation of 
the fymptoms. The long continuation of the 
difeafe, added to a clofe attention to bufinefs, 
made terrible havock with his conflitution* 
reduced him almoO: to a ikeleton, and relaxed 
his nerves to fuch a degree, as to render lif^ 
burthenfome in the extreme. The excref- 
cences had fo choaked up the urethra, that 
the fmalleft bougie could not be palTed with' 
out great difficulty. I began his cure, by 
attempting to remove thefe obflrudions, 
being fully convinced that no medicine coul4 
be of ufe till that was efFeded. I advife*^ 



Jlim to wear a bougie botli night and dar, 
^nd for as many hours together as the parts 
Would admit of, without occafioning pain or 
-Jofs of rell. His bowels were at the fame 
time kept in proper order by the ufe of gentle 
aperients: to which circumftance it will al- 
ways be found indifpenfably necelfary to at- 
tend in every complaint of this nature, both 
in order to prevent inflammation, and to ob- 
viate any material exertion in the evacuation 
of the f^ces. His diet was of the moll: nu- 
tritious kind, but as he at firft had little or 
appetite, I gave him ftrong deco^ions of 
the woods, which foon procured one, and at 
the fame time correfted any latent acrimo- 
^ious humours : after which, corroborants 
^nd reftoratives were adminiftered with the 
^reateft fuccefs. By thefe means, at the ex- 
piration of four months, he was fo far reco- 
vered as to imagine himfelf cured ; the medi- 
cines however were continued feven or eight 
^eeks longer, by which time his health was 
Perfeaiyre-eilablidied. 



CASE 
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CASE xxxvii. 

Almost fimilaf to the preceding cafey wa^ • 
that of a gentlemani in the county of Cam- 
bridge, who had been affliiled for feveral 
years with a feminal gleet, and had taken a 
great quantity of medicines of different kinds, 
without receiving any material benefit — a cir- 
cumflance not to be wondered at, when we 
confider that the caufe of the difeafe had not 
hitherto been underftood,' no attention having 
been paid to a caruncle in the urethra, which 
at lafl eticfeafed fo much, as almoft entirely 
to prevent the palling of his urine 3 upon 
this account it was that he made application 
to me, having long before given up all ex- 
pe£lation of removing the feminal gleet, every 
effort for that purpofe having fo repeatedly 
proved abortive. Luckily however, the ftop- 
page of urine obliged him to have recourf^? 
fo the only method that could poifibly remedy 
his old diforder. By ufing bougies, the ure- 
thra was cleared of obilruftion in the courfe 
of a few weeks, in confequence of which* 
the feminal difcharge gradually abated, and 
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"^vltln the affiftance of fome internal bracers, 
a radical cure was efFeaed in lefs than five 
*^onths. 

CASE xxxvin. 

A GENTLEMAN in the weftcrn part of Eng- 
land, became my patient three years fmce, m 
tonfequence of a feminal weaknefs or gleet, 
^hlch had been his companion for thirteen 
years, and was at length very near putting a 
period to his exiftence, notwithftanding a 
long continued ufe of the moft P'^^''^^^'^]^^^^^ 
^oratives both in medicine and diet, whic i 
^ad been prefcribed for him by feveral very 
eminent praditioners. 

He had taken aftringents, balfamics, 
ftrengtheners and bracers of almoft every 
'^ind, large quantities of bark, fteel, g-n^ng, 
S^c. &c. nor was the cold bath omitted, wh.cn 
>i the beginning, he faid, afforded a terapo- 
■•ai-y relief, but after a few months ule en- 
tirely loll its effea. The difeafe had ren- 
dered him fo weak, as to be fcarce able to 
^alk or Hand upright, and his 'P'"'' "^.^ 
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like wife proportionably deprefTed. He in- 
formed me, that his prefcnt complaints took 
their rife from a clap contracted upwards of 
thirteen years fince, that it was not attended 
with much pain or inflammation, nor w^ere 
any of the fymptoms fuch, as indicated any 
high degree of virulence 3 his furgeon, how- 
ever, had fupplied him very liberally with 
mcjreurials and draftic purges, and had con- 
tinued them fome weeks, by which means 
his appetite, ftrength, &c. were much im- 
paired, and a gleet enfued, which from a. 
venereal, degenerated into a feminal one. Fre- 
quent nocturnal emiffions of femen inter^ 
rupted his fleep, and a difchargc of the fam^ 
kind generally happened whenever he made 
urine or went to flool. After having; aiven 
this account, he requefted to have my opiniori 
upon his cafe. My anfwcr was ; that fror^i 
the long continuance of the venereal gleet, I 
fufpecled fome excrefccnct had formed in th^ 
uretlira, and fliould that be tile cafe, I doubteti 
not of rendering him very elfential fervic^' 
He replied, " That he did not imagine the^'^ 
. could be any material obftruction in the p^^" 
f;.o-e, as his urine flowed almofl as Well 
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ever; but that it did not pafs quite fo freely, 
which he attributed wholly to the debihty 
of the parts. However, upon examination 
With a bougie, I found a caruncle about four 
inches up the urerhra, 'which, in that^place, 
diminifhed its diameter nearly one- third part; 
the reft of the canal was perfeftly fVee .rom 
cither ftriaure or any other obilru-aion: tnis 
<3ifcovery gave my patient much pleafure, and 
at the fame time great furpri^'e, that fucn a 
fubftance iliould have formed without ins 
perceiving it; that was a circum&nce, I toid 
^im, which frequently occurred, and mignt 
be very eafily accounted for, by only reflecting 
i^pon the very flow, -radual progrels of thele 
carnofities; in the prefbnt inflance above 
twelve years had elapfed during the forma- 
tion of a very fmall one. I ^H^n advikd him 
to enter upon the ufe of bougies; an 
they fhould remain in the urethra^as many 
l^ours as poflible, both night and day, pio- 
vided neither pain nor inflammation enhieu, 
to prevent which, as well as too great eftoit. 
in difcharging the f^ces; his body was kep. 
rather in a laxative ftate than otherwife, oy 
taking occafipnally fios fulphuns, m^gneiia . 

p 2 
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alba, or ele£tarium lenitivum. In the courfe 
of a wee)c he was able to wear the bougies 
tv/elve hours in the twenty-four ; by which 
means a copious difcharge of matter was pro- 
duced, and in proportion to that, did the ca- 
runcle decreafe, and the feminal evacuation 
abate. In lefs than a month the carnofity 
was removed, and with it the ftimulus which 
had operated fo powerfully upon the fperma- 
tic veiTels, &c. At this time I thought cor- 
roborative medicines would take the defired 
efled', I accordingly adminiftered them in as 
large dofes, and as repeatedly as his ftomach 
would bear, his diet was likewife of the mofl 
nutritious kind, and as fimple as poffible, all 
high feafoned fauces, &c. being ftudioufly 
avoided, together with fpirituous liquors, and 
vegetable acids. By the above method this 
gentleman was reftored to perfed health iii 
the fpace of eight months ; lie married foon 
after, and has got an heir to his eftate. 

In thefe cafes I always recommend animal 
food, or a meat diet in preference to any Qther ; 
and when the flomach is too weak to admit 
of it in fubftance, ftrong foups or broths 
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.muft be extraded from it, and taken very li- 
berally. After meals, a glafs or two of good 
old Madeira or Mountain wine may be drank, 
and will generally prove beneficial. Mode- 
rate exercife will likewife be ufeful, but 
great care muft be had that it never amounts 
to fatigue. The patient ftiould be thinly 
clad both night and day; rife early, and go 
to bed the fame. I fine, the fame regmien 
i^ay be obferved jn thefe complaints as is ge- 
nerally recommended in thofe termed nervous, 

All excrefcences or carnofities in the ure- 
thra have not a venereal origin, that, in com- 
mon with every other glandulous membrane, 
may certainly produce them from Ipmc other 
-caufes ; among which, coarfe gravel and fmaii 
rough or ftiarp ftones paffing through this 
l^ube may fometimes pccafion them. ^ 
ftance of this kind I remember to have feen 
m a Kentifti farmer, who applied to me on 
account of obft-ruaions in the urethra, wfiicU 
could not be fuppofed tq ^rife from any ve- 
nereal caufe, as he folemnly declared, that he 
l^ad never been fo infeded. He had however 
fc(iuently voided gravel and llones with his 
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lurine ; which, I make not the leaft doubt, 
gave i-ife to the excrefcences, from having 
wounded the membrane, which afterwards 
healed, but not without producing thefe fungi. 

The glandulous membrane that lines the 
nofe, we know will fometimes fend forth ex- 
crefcences named polypi, independent of any 
venereal m-atter whatever. 

Before we clofe our obfervations upon 
gleets and weakneifes, let us turn our thoughts 
upon thofc which are peculiar to the fair fex. 

The Icucorrlirea, fluor albus, or the difeafe 
vulgarly termed the v/hites, though often 
with very great impropriety, the difcharge 
being at times as high coloured as that pro- 
duced by the venereal virus itfelf. This 
gleet is the caufe of many diforders, and as 
frequently the confequence of others. It 
fometimes arifes merely from a cacochymia, 
at others from a frojiuvium menjium^ bad la- 
bours, mifcarriages, a general relaxation, im- 
moderate venery, acrimonious humours, &c. 
When this difcharge is very copious and of 

long 
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long duration, it produces many very difa- 
greeahle (if not fatal) effeds : it may give 
rife to the whole tribe of what are called 
nervous complaints, hyfterics, &c. and may 
fometimes occafion an atrophy or confump- 
tion. It is to be lamented, that they are 
moft fubjea to this diforder, who apparently 
are the leaft able to fuftain it, namely, thole 
Gf the mofl delicate frames and conilitutions. 
A fedentary mode of living, improper diet, too 
much cloathing, bed-warming and tea drink- 
ing, contribute greatly to encreafe, if not to 
produce this difeafe : the ufe of ilrong liquors 
(lam afraid) may fometimes be added to the 
catalogue of caufes. Froma delire gf becoming 
more delicate, many good conftitutions have 
been greatly injured, (if not entirely rmnedj 
by the too frequent repetition of phlebotomy 
and ftrong cathartics. The pudenda of each 
fex being generally very much benefitted by 
cold bathing, why, in the name of common 
fenfe, is it not more frequently pradifed . 
Women, in particular, would derive infinite 
advantage from wafhing thefe parts regularly 
night and morning with cold water, except 
^^t the time of menftruation ; as I believe that 

few 
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few things would tend more to prevent the 
difeafe in queftion than: thefe ablutions, if 
properly purfued. An immef fion of the whole 
body would certainly be preferable to a partial 
bath, but as the former is not always pfadti- 
cable, and is generally attended with great 
trouble and inconvenience, we miiO: content 
ourfelves with the latter, provided it be dili- 
gently perfifted in. Certain feds are ftridly 
enjoined to make frequent ablutions, as a ce- 
remony or duty incumbent on the profeflbrs 
of fuch religions : a cuilom, however, of this 
kind, (if viewed only in a temporal light) 
mufl; be highly beneficial to fociety. Can 
any good reafon be affigned, why the external 
. parts of generation fhould not be as often 
wafhed as our faces, they muft certainly re- 
quire it as frequently, although feldom expofed 
to view? Courtefans (for more reafons than 
one) are the ftridteft obfervers of this falutary 
cuftom. The great difficulty attending thei 
cure of the fluor albus, may in fome degree 
be afcribed to the very lax texture and de- 
pending fituation of the parts fubjed to this 
difcharge. 
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In the cure of female gleets, we muft ad- 
minifter fuch alteratives as will remove any 
latent acrimony, and at the fame time recom- 
i^iend the moft nutritious diet, together with 
a proper regulation of the other non-naturals. 
■After the blood and juices fhall have been 
Sufficiently purified by the means abovemen- 
tioned ; then may balfamics and aftrigents be 
^fed to great advantage. Be it remembered 
alfo, that we mull not rely folely upon inter- 
nals, for it will generally be four>d necelTary 
^0 ufe topical applications at the fame time, 
^^Zr lotions and injeaions, which mull be 
compofed of the moft powerful aflringents. 
'^he cold bath will likewife be of fervice, 
^yliere unfound vifcera or very great tender- 
^efs of lungs do not prohibit the ufe of it. 
'I'he alteratives recommended in the former 
part of this Effay, will, upon trial, be allowed 
mod efficacious ones in the prefent com- 
plaint. Opiates, in many ftages of the dif- 
^afe, may likewife be adminiftered to very 
§^eat advantage, provided they be fo cor- 
'■^^ed, as to obviate any material conftipation 

body. Of all the non-naturals, a due 

""^gulation of the paffions muft be very dndly 

attended 
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attended to ; nay, it will be found indijTpen-^ 
fably neceflary, as without it no cure will evef 
be obtained; indeed, it will generally prove 
one grand effential in the cure of many female 
complaints. I'hat the vagina uteri, and its 
vicinities are very liable to great defluxions, 
is fufficiently evident from the difeafe juit 
now mentioned, which in general does not 
make its appearance before the age of puberty: 
fome females however, even in the infant 
flate, experience fo great a flow of humours? 
as to produce a difcharge, in colour, not un* 
like the gonorrh^^eal one, and frequently acri' 
monious enough, to occafion much inflam- 
mation, pain, and tumefadtion in thefe parts. 
Several infl:ances of this kind have fallen un- 
der my infpe6lion, and upon enquiry, I havc 
generally found that the complaint arofe froW- 
either a fcorbutic or a fcrophulous humour. 
Emollient fomentations and cataplafms, 
fifl:ed with gentle purgatives, and mild alte- 
rants, will foon abate the fymptoms, which 
generally difappear in the courfe of a fe^ 
days efpecially if the difcharge has been ra- 
ther copious in the beginning. 
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To prevent a relapfe, it will be nece/Tary 
to keep the inteftines in a laxative ftate, which 
niay be eafily effeaed by the ufe of lac fulr- 
Phuris, or magnefia alba; the preference 
however muft be given to the former, as it 
^ill at the fame time prove no infignificant 
alterative. The moft obflinate cafes are fuch 
as derive their origin from a leprous humour, 
'^ne of thefe I remember to have feen ; ^ it was 
attended with a very high degree of infiam- 
^^ation, and required ven23feaion, opiates and 
cathartics, together with the moft powerful 
internal alteratives, and ex'ternal emollients. 
^ compofition of camphor, antimony and 
^^Iphnv, was in this cafe extremely ufeful ; 
tl^e cure indeed might with juftice be wholly 
afcribed to it; every other medicin^ havmg 
proved ineffeaual. 

The cure of gleets and weakneifes in either 
^ex, will generally require a confiderable time, 
if the methods I have recommended be 
P^t in praaice, and properly purfued, I am 
^'-mly perfuaded that they will very fcUom 
^^il of fuccefs. 
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